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DESCRIBED AND IMPROVE D. 


| BEING 
5 A PARTICULAR ACCOUNT 


Of the ſudden Stoppage of the River Severn, and 
of the terrible Deſolation that happened at the 
BiIRCHES between CoALBROOKk-DALE and BvilD- 
was BRIDGE in SHROP$SHIRE, 
On Thurſday Morning May the 27th, 1773. 
AND 
p The SUBSTANCE of a SERMON 


Preached bas next Day on the Ruins, to a vaſt 
4 „ of Spectators. 2 N 
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By JOHN FLETCHER, 't& 


Vicar of Madeley in Shropſhire, and Chaplain to the 
| Right Hon. the Earl of Buchan, 


O come and behold the Works of the Lord : what Deſalations be 
hath made in the Earth, Pſalm xIlvi, 8. 
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PARTICULAR ACCOUNT 


OF THE D . 
Dreadful Phen denon, 


Which gave occaſion to the following Diſcourſe. 
EARING on Thurſday May 27, 1773, 
that at a place called the Birches [proba- 

bly from ſome remarkable Birch trees, which 

formerly grew there] many acres of land, that 

a gentleman of my pariſh holds on the borders 

of Buildwas pariſh, had that morning about four 

o'clock ſuffered ſtrange revolutions, as well as 
the river Severn; I went to ſee if there was any 
foundation for ſo extraordinary a report. 

When I came to the ſpot, the firſt thing that 
truck me, was the deſtruction of the little bridge, 
that ſeparated the pariſh of Madeley from that 
of Buildwas, and the total diſappearing of the 
turnpike road to Buildwas bridge, inſtead of 
which nothing preſented itſelf to my view, but 
a confuſed heap of buſhes, and huge clods of 
earth, tumbled one over another. The river 

2 * alſo 
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.aliſo wore a different aſpect. Tt ſhallow, 
turbid, noiſy, boiſterous; and came down from 
a different pont. Whether I conſidered the 
water or the land, the ſcene appeared to me 
entitely new: and; as I could not fancy my- 
ſelf in another part of the country, I concluded, | 
that theGod of nature had ſhaken his providential, 
iron rod over the ſubverted ſpot before me. 

Following a k made by a great number 
of ſpectators, who came already from the 
neighbouring pariſhes, | climbed over the ruins, - 


and came to a field well-grown with rye-graſs, 


| where the ground was deeply cracked in ſeve- 
ral places; and where large turfs, ſome entirely, 
others half turned up, exhibited the appearance 
of ſtrait or crooked furrows, imperfectly formed 
by a plow drawn at a venture, 

Getting from that field over the hedge, into a 
part of the road, which was yet vilible, I found 
it raiſed in one place, funk in another, con- 
cave in a third, hanging on one fide in a 
fourth, and contracted, as if ſome uncommon 
force had preſſed the two hedges together. But 
the higher part of it furprized me moſt, and 
brought directly to my remembrance thoſe pla- 
ces of mount Veſuvius, where the ſolid, ſtony 
java has been ſtrongly worked by repeated earth- 
quakes : for the hard, beaten gravel, that formed 
the ſurface of the road, was broken every way 


into huge maſſes, partly detached from each 
other, 


TS 


other, with deep toes between them, ex 


acily like the ſhattered lava. This ſtriking like- 
neſs of circumſtances, made me conclude,” that 
the ſimilar effect might proceed from the ſame 
cauſe, namely a firong convulſion in the ſur- 
face, if not in the bowels of the earth. 

Going a little farther towards Buildwas, I 
found that the road was again totally loſt for 
a conſiderable ſpace; having been overturned, 
abſorbed, or tumbled with the hedges that 
bounded it, to a confiderable diſtance towards 


the river. This part of the deſolation appeared. 


then to me inexpreſſibly dreadful. 


Between the road and the river, there was a 


large field of promiſing oats, running in length 


parallel to both. I got into it over a flile that 
had been ſhocked out of its proper poſition. 
Wonderful and unaccountable are the revoluti- 
ons, which that piece of ground had ſuffered. 
It was not flat, but diverſified in its ſurface by 
ſome gradual falls and eminences ; and now J 
found, it had been toſſed in ſo ſtrange a manner, 
that the old mounts had ſunk into hollows, and 


the hollows were raiſed into mounts, one of which 


is eight or nine yards higher than the road. 


This is not all; this field is rent throughout, 


like the ſhattered part of the road: with this 
difference, that the miſhapen maſſes into which 


it is torn, are in general larger, and the aper- 


tures between them deeper than thoſe of the 


A 2 ; road. 


WA IIS,” . . 
6 22 


—— — — — — ogy 
rr 239338 


— — 
A > © ”= 3 - 96 one 


(+47 


road. Some of thoſe enormous lumps were fo 


detached from the reft, as to totter under the 
weight of the ſpectators, when they jumped from 
one to the other, which made ſeveral perſons 
afraid to venture upon the deſultory walk; nor 
indeed without reaſon, for had they flided into 
fome of the apertures, they might have gone in 
many feet, and remained wedged in between 
two ruinous lumps of earth. 

Between that ſhattered, field and the river, 
there was that morning a bank, on which, be- 
ſides a great deal of under-wood, grew twenty 
fine large oaks, This wood ſhot with ſuch vio- 
lence into the Severn before it, that it forced 
the water in great columns a conſiderable height, 


like mighty fountains, and gave' the overflowing 


river a retrograde motion. 

This is not the only accident that happened 
to the Severn; for near the grove, the channel, 
which was chiefly of a ſoft blue rock, burſt in 
ten thouſand pieces, and roſe perpendicularly 
about ten yards, heaving up the immenſe quan- 


tity of water, and the ſhoals of fiſhes that were 


therein, Among the rubbiſh at the bottom of 
the river, which was very deep in that place, 


there were one or two huge ſtones, and a large 
piece of timber, or an oak tree which from time 


immemorial had lain partly buried in the mud, 
I ſuppoſe in conſequence of ſome flood. The 


ſtones and the tice were thrown up, as if = 
„ Ds 
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had been only a pebble and a- ſlick, and are 
now at ſome diſtance from the river, many feet 
higher than the ſurface of it. 

Aſcending from the ruins of the road, I came © 
to thoſe of a barn, which, after travelling many 
yards towards the fiver, had been abſorbed in a 
chaſm, where the ſhattered roof was yet viſible, 
Next to thoſe remains of the barn, and partly 
parallel to the river, was a long hedge, which had 
been torn from a part of it yet adjoining to the 
garden hedge, and had been removed above forty 
| yards downward, together with ſome large trees 
that were in it, and the land that it encloſed, 

| The toſſing, tearing, and ſhifting of ſo many 

acres of land below, was attended with the for- 
mation of ſtupendous chaſms above, One that 
ftruck me much, ran perpendicular to the river, 
Around it, as around a grave at a burial, ſtood, 
the day after, the numerous congregation to 
which the ſubltance of the following ſermon was 
preached ; except about two hundred hearers, 
who deſcended into it to be out of the crowd, 
and made me fear, leſt the abrupt ſides, preſſed 
dy the ſurrounding multitude, ſhould give way, 
and bury ſome of them alive; but the 'ground 
happily ſtood firm as a rock. 

At ſome diſtance above, near the wood which 
crowns the deſolated ſpot, another chaſm, or ra- 
ther a complication of chaſms, excited my ad- 


miration. It is an aſſemblage of chaſms, one of 
943 Which, 
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6 
which, that ſeems to terminate the deſolation to 
the north eaſt, runs ſome hundred yards towards 
the river and Madeley wood; it looked like 
the deep channel of ſome great ſerpentine river 
dried up, whoſe little iſlands, fords, and hollows, 
appear without a watery vell. 

This long chaſm at the top, ſeems to bo made 
up of two or three, that run into each other. 
And their conjunction, when it is viewed from. 
a particular point, exhibits the appearance of a 
ruined fortreſs, whoſe ramparts have been blown 
up by mines that have done dreadful execution, 
2nd yet have ſpared here ard there a pyramid of 
earth, or a ſhattered tower, by which the ſpec- 
tators can judge of the nature and ſolidity of the 
demoliſhed bulwark. 4 

The ſtrangeneſs of this, and ſome other parts 
of the proſpect, vaniſhes daily: for many thou- 
ſand people, by walking again and again over 
the ruins, have trampled in, and partly claſed, 
numbers of the ſmall apertures, that at firſt were 
ſeveral feet deep; and by climbing up the acceſ- 
ible places of the larger chaſms, and ran- 
ſacking them in fearch of foſfils, they have 
cauſed the looſe earth and ſtones to come 
down. Add to this that the brittle ſtone, 
which in a great meaſure forms that ſtratum 
of earth, is of ſuch a nature, as to diſſolve 
into a kind of infertile mat}, when it is ex- 
poſed to the open air, This, together with the 

natural 
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natural ctumbling of the pyramids, has already 
rendered the chaſms in ſome places conſiderably 
leſs deep than they were at firſt. 

Fortunately there was on that ſpot but one 
houſe, inhabited by two poor countrymen and 
their families. It ſtands yet, tho” it has removed 
about a yard from its former ſituation. The 

morning in which the deſolation happened, 
Samuel Wilcocks, one of thoſe countrymen, got 
up about four o'clock, and opening the window 
to ſee if the weather was fair, he took notice of a 
ſmall crack in the earth, about four or five inches 
wide; and obſerved the above-mentioned field 
of oats, heaving up and rolling about like the 
waves of the ſea, The trees, by the motion of 
the ground, waved alſo as if they had been blown 
with the wind, tho' the air was calm and ſerene. 
And the river Severn, which for ſome days had 
overflowed its banks, was alſo very much agi- 
tated, and ſeemed to run back to its ſource. 
The man being aſtoniſhed at ſuch a fight, rubbed 
his eyes, ſuppoſing himſelf not quite awake; 
but being ſoon convinced that deſtruction ſtalked 
about, he alarmed his wife, and taking their chil- 
dren in their arms, they went out of the houſe 
as faſt as they could, accompanied by the other 
man and his wife. A kind Providence directed 
their flight; for inſtead of running eaſtward, 


acroſs the fields that were juſt going to be over- 
thrown, 


1 
thrown, they fled weſtward, into a wood that 
had little ſtare in the deſolation. 

When they were about twenty yards from the 
houſe, they perceived a great crack run very 
quick up the ground from the river. Immediately 
the land behind them, with the trees and hedges, 
moved towards the Severn, with great ſwiftneſs 
and an uncommon noiſe, which Samuel Wilcocks 


compared to a large flock of ſheep running ſwiftly 


by him. 
It was then chiefly, that deſolation expanded 
her wings over the devoted ſpot, and the Birches 


ſaw a momentary repreſentation of a partial 
chaos: — Then Nature ſeemed to have forgotten 


her laws: — The opening earth ſwallowed-in a 
gliding barn : — Trees commenced itinerant : 
thoſe that were at a diſtance from the river, 
advanced towards it, while the ſubmerged oak 
broke out of its watery confinement, and by 
riſing many feet recovered a place on dry land: 
— The ſolid road was ſwept away, as its duſt 
had been in a ſtormy day: — Then probably the 
rocky bottom of the Severn emerged, puſhing 
towards heaven aſtoniſhed ſhoals of fiſhes, and 
hogſheads of water innumerable: — The wood, 
like an embattled body of vegetable combatants, 
ſtormed the bed of the overſtowing river; and 
triumphantly waved its green colours over the 
recoiling flood : — Fields became moveables ; nay, 
they fled when none purſued ; and as they fled, 

| they 
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they rent the green bene that covered them in 
a thouſand pieces. — In a word, dry land exhi- 
bited the dreadful appearance of a ſea-ſtorm : 
Solid earth, as if it had acquired the fluidity of 
water, toſſed herſelf into maſly waves, which role 
or ſunk at the beck of him who raiſed the tem- 
peſt, —And, what is moſt aſtoniſhing, the ſtupen- 
dous hollow of one of thoſe waves, ran for near 
4 quarter of a mile thro' rocks and a ſtony ſoil, 
with as much eaſc as if dry earth, ſtones, and 
rocks, had been a part of the liquid element. 

Some hours after the deſolation had happened, 
I met S. Wilcocks on the ruins, and aſked him 
many queſtions, to which he returned very few 
ſatisfactory anſwers, ingenuouſly acknowledging, 
he was ſo terrified, and ſo intent upon ſecuring 
himſelf and his family, that he could not make 
many obſervations. He ſeemed then perſuaded, 
that the overthrow was cauſed by an earthquake, 
proteſting before ſeveral witneſſes, that a ſhock of 
one had been felt in the houſe two nights before: 
and if he denies it now, I fear that his teſtimony 
is inconſiſtent, and conſ.quenily not worthy to be 
much depended upon. 

Soon after the river was ſtopt, Samuel Cookſon, 
a farmer who lives about a quarter of a mile 
below the Birches, on the ſame ſide of the river, 
was much terrified by a guſt of wind, that beat 
againſt his window, as if ſhot had been thrown 
againſt it: but his fright greatly increaſed, when 

getting 
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getting up to ſee if the flood, that was over his 
ground, had abated, he perceived that all the 
water was gone from his fields, and that ſcarce 
any remained in the Severn, He called up his 
family; ran to the river; and finding that it 
was dammed up, he made the beſt of his way 
to alarm the inhabitants of Buildwas, the next 
village above, which, he ſuppoſed, * ſoon be 
under water. 

He was happily miſtaken, Fiovidence ju 
prepared a way for their eſcape. The Severn, 
notwithſtanding a conſiderable flood, which at 
that time rendered it doubly rapid and powerful, 
having met with two dreadful ſhocks, the one 
from her riſing bed, and the other from the 
intruding wood, could do nothing but foam and 
turn back with impetuoſity. The aſcending and 
deſcending ſtreams conflicted ſome time about 
Buildwas bridge. The river ſenſibly roſe for 
ſome miles back, and continued riſing till juſt 
as it was near entering into the houſes at 
Fhildwas, it got a vent thro' the fields on the 
right; and after ſpreading far and near over 
them, collected all its might to affault its power- 
ful aggreſſor, I mean the grove, that had ſo un- 
expectedly turned it out of the bed, which it 
had enjoyed for countleſs ages, Sharp was the 
attack, but the reſiſtance was yet more vigorous; 
and the Severn, repelled again and again, was 


obliged to ſeek its old empty bed, by going the 
ſhorteſt. 
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ſhorteſt way to the right ; and the moment it 
found it again, it precipitated therein with a dread- 
ful roar, and for a time formed a conſiderable 
cataract ; with inconceivable fury | as if it wanted 
to be revenged on the firſt thing that came in 
its way] began to tear, and waſh away a fine 
rich meadow oppolite to the grove ; and there, 
in a few hours, worked itſelf a new channel 
about three hundred yards long, thro' which a 
barge from Shrewſbury ventured three or four 
days after. | 
Altho' the old Engliſh oaks, and the travel- 
ling wood got the day, it was not without 
conſiderable loſs; for ſome of the trees, which 
ſtood in the firſt rank, were ſo undermined by 
the impetuous onſets of the Severn, that they fell 
acroſs the ſtream. But the others flood their 
ground in the very middle of the old channel, 
and flouriſhed as if they had been in their native 
place, till the proprietor ordered them to be cut 
down and barked. | | 
While the underwood ſtill grows there in 
peace, [ſuch is the viciffitude of ſublunary things !] 
an unfortunate tree, that grew ſecure at a conſi- 
derable diſtance from the ſhore in the oppo- 
fite meadow, is now exactly in the middle of 
the river, where it leans downward, with the 
earth waſhed from its roots, ready to be carried 
away by the firſt flood. 


But 
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with the ſpreading roots of twenty large oaks. 


En 


But let us ſee what paſſed down the river, 


When its courſe was obſtructed, the fall below 


was as quick as the flood above. Altho' the 
flooded fields, inſtantly refunded their waters 
into the Severn, it fell near two yards, This 
draining of the overflowed meadows was ſo 
ſudden, that many fiſhes, which ſported over 
them, had not time to retire into the bed of the 
river, and were caught on dry land; as were 
alſo ſeveral eels, that worked themſelves from 
the obſtructed channel, through the cracks, in the 
new-planted grove ; or more probably crept out 
of the roots and rubbiſh, that were at the bottom 
of the river when it. was forced up. 

How fatal was that day to the finny tribes, 
that ſecurely wantoned in their enlarged pro- 
vince ! What a ſtriking emblem did they afford 
us of the ſudden deſtruction, which will one day 
overtake the ſhoals of impenitent ſinners, who 
{wim with the tide of finful cuſtoms, friſk about 


in the ſtream of worldly vanity, or are immerſed 


in the dregs of ſenſual pleafure ! Thoſe fiſhes, 
that had got out of the river, were Jeft panting 
on the graſs ; while thaſe that had remained in 
the rocky bed of the river, were buried in its 
ruins; and if any efcaped that danger, it was 
only to meet a greater; to be caught in ſuch 
a net, as had never been drawn over them be- 
fore; an earthen and wooden texture, made“ 


While 
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While ſome of the ſpectators picked eels at 
fiſhes on dry ground; others, of a different taſte, 
looked for curious foſſils among the ruins of the 
rock, which in the morning formed the channel 
of the Severn; and a great many were found 
bearing the impreſſion of a flying infect, not 
unlike the butterfly, into which ſilk- worms are 
changed. Some of the moſt perfect, might be 
worthy of a place in the Britiſh Muſeum, where 
they would be a curious monument of the phe- 
nomenon that brought them to light. 

Altho' the aſtoniſned -watermen were as buſy 
in ſecuring their veſſels, as the frighted fiſhes in 
ſecuring themſelves, the endeavours of ſome were 
as ineffectual; a few of their barges having over- 
ſet below: for when the river, which they 
had ſo often curſed, was dammed up, ſome of 
their loaded veſſels being ſuddenly deſerted by 
the water, were left leaning on one fide upon 
the muddy ſlope of the ſhore; and the ſtream at 
its quick return, finding them in that unfavou- 
rable poſition, entered into and ſunk them, 

In leſs than a quajter of an hour, the defola- 
tion was begun and compleated. The quantity 
of ground that is damaged, cracked, removed, 
or turned into chaſms and heaps of ruins, is 
eight fields, which were at firſt ſuppoſed to con- 
tain about thirty Acres, but meaſure only eigh- 
teen and a quarter, the property of the ſame 
gentleman, who has alſo ſuſtained a conſidera- 
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ble loſs on the other ſide of the river, by the 
ground that has been waſhed away, which 
being taken into the account, together with 
the river, makes in all twenty-two acres and 
a quarter. 

But much more land has probably been ſtirred: 
for ſome of the ſpeQators, ſeeking a ſhorter way 
home through a wood in Madeley pariſh, which 
bounds the deſolated ſpot north-eaft, found four 
or five hundred yards above the higheſt chaſm, 
a long abrupt cut, which runs partly parallel to 
the river, by which it is evident, that the wood 
has ſunk downward near a yard; and that a 
quantity of ground, double of what was at firſt 
apprehended, has been affected by the general 
convulſion. 

As I ſuppoſe the curious reader will be glad 
to have a more particular account of the chaſms 
&c. than I can pive him upon a bare inſpeCtion ; 
I have prevailed upon a friend to take the fol- 
lowing meaſures. 

« The great chaſm next to Madeley pariſh, 
begins juſt under a wood, at the top of the 
overthrow ; and runs towards the river from 
north to ſouth-eaſt, The length of it is three 
hundred and ninety-ſix yards. Its breadth and 
depth are unequal. The preateſt breadth is forty- 
two yards, and the greateſt depth ten. It con- 
tains ſeveral pyramids or towers. The only com- 

pleat 
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pleat one is about five feet diameter at the top, 
where the graſs continues freſh,” 

„ From that long chaſm, another, which may 
be called a. croſs-chaſm, runs out at the top 
weſtward, In one part, it is fifty-four yards 
long, and fourteen wide, Near ſeventeen yaree 
of the length are about thirteen yards deep.“ 
A ſecond croſs-chaſm connected with the pre- 
ceding, and running alſo from eaſt to weſt, is 
ninety- four yards long, and in one place thirty- 
eight broad, and eight deep. Four remarkable 
pytamids, eminences, or towers, remain in this 
chaſm : one covered with graſs, is about four 
feer diameter on the top; another is only one 
plowed furrow wide at the top, about four feet 
long : the others are not compleat.” 

A third croſs-chaſm, next to the qwelling⸗ | 
houſe, runs likewiſe from eaſt to weſt, It is 
one hundred and twenty five yards long. The 
wideſt part, oppoſite to the place where the barn 
ſtood, is twenty-eight yards. That building ad- 
vanced thirty-five yards in this chaſm towards 
the river, before it was ſwallowed up.” 
„From the middle of this chaſm, another 
runs out towards the river from north to ſouth, 
and forms the gigantic grave, around which the 
| ſermon was preached, It is forty yards long, 
twenty-two wide, and nine deep, taking the 
greateſt depth, which gradually decreaſes ſouth- 


ward, where the whole terminates in a point.” 
B 2  "—_— 
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* All theſe croſs-chaſms would make one un- 


. Interrupted vacancy, like that of a large quarry 


or mat[l-pit, were it not for the above-mentioned 
pyramids and towers, and for two ſmaller and 
two larger ſpots of land, which' not only ſtood 
their ground when all around them gave way, 
but are ſuppoſed to have riſen perpendicularly 
ſome feet. If the vacuum was filled with wa» 
ter, they would exhibit the appearance of four 
iſlands rifing out of a little lake,” 

«© The bed of the river has been filled up 
two hundred and ninety yards in length. At 
the upper part of the new channel, there 
is on the right ſhore a quantity of earth re- 
moved from the left, with ſome wood growing 
upon it, And about the midway on the left 
ſhore, there is a part of the meadow, that was 
before on the right; and what is moſt ſur- 
priſing, that part is now raiſed near two feet 
above the reſt of the meadow.” 

« The turnpike road, which ran partly pa- 
rallel to the river, is damaged three hundred and 
twenty-one yards in length. The part of it 
which is next to Buildwas, has been removed 
forty yards ſouthward,” * 

An incredible multitude of people of all ranks 


have come, and gentlemen continue to come, 


from 


oe IIS _— 
_ _—_ 


I hear that Mr. Vouxc, an ingenious perſon of this neigh- 


| bourhood, has crawn a plan of the deſolated Birches, which 1s 


now engraving in London, and will ſoon be ready for ſale, 


1 
from far and near, to ſee this phenomenon. For 
two or three ſundays eſpecially, the deſolated 
ſpot ſwarmed with ſpectators, to the number of 
ſeveral thouſands, Had they been armed and 
drawn up, the place wou'd have looked, not only 
like the ſtage, where deſtruction had juſt acted 
a dreadful part z but like a field of battle, where 
the demon of war was juſt going to murder 
men enough to fill up one of the yawning graves, 
I mean, one of the newly formed chaſms. 

All wonder at the ſtrangeneſs of the over- 
throw: ſome aſcribe it to an earthquake; others 
to a ſlip of the ground; and not a few remain 
neuter, conſeſſing that providence has conducted 
this phenomenon in ſuch a manner, as to con- 
found the wiſdom of the wiſe, and force even 
philoſophers. to adore in filence the God of 
nature, whoſe ways are paſt finding out, why 
giveth not always account of his matters, and 
who perhaps ſtrikes an ambiguous blow, to con- 
vince us that the bow of his righteous vengeance 
has more than one ſtring, and that [to ſay no- 
thing of the other elements] our mother earth 
may every hour afford us an untimely grave, 
either by the flipping of her back, or by the 
convulſion of her bowels, 

My employment and taſte leading me more to 
ſearch out the myſteries of heaven, than to ſcru- 
tinize the phenomena of the earth; and to point 
at the wonders of grace, than at thoſe of nature; 

B 3 | 


(48 
I leave the deciſion of the queſtion about the flip 
and the earthquake to ſome abler philoſopher, 
juſt taking the liberty to hint at the chief argu- 
ments, by which each ſide of this philoſophical 
queſtion is generally ſupported. 

Thoſe who are for a flip, urge the abundance 
of the late rains, the nearneſs of the Severn, its 
peculiar depth at the Birches, and the violence 
of the flood thar was in it, which might eaſily 
have waſhed away ſome important buttreſs of the 
left bank, They dwell upon the ſteepneſs of that 
bank, and the weight of the ſuperior grounds, 
whoſe preſſure might have buiſted and forced up 
the ſoft rock that formed the bed of the 1iver. 

They inſiſt upon the power of gravitation, 
which made the left bank of the river ruſh into 
the yielding channel before it; and [by cauſing 
W the wood and the fields to precipitate after it] 
. occaſioned the ſlipping of the barn, and tbe 
[hh formation of the chaſms. ; 

| They make the moſt of the clay or ſlippery 

| earth, that is found in the lower parts of the 
00 deſolation; of two or three little ſprings, that 
N ö were about the damaged road; and of one that 

has broken out ſince the overthrow, a little below 
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1 Samuel Wilcocks's houſe. And they ſay, that the 
wy. removal of the grove, the fields, the trees, the 
th barn, &c, which has been in general from the 
1 wood to the river, are circumſtances which in- 
Ky: 3 

{i dicate, that the gravitation of the earth diluted 
i: or undermined by water, and not the elaſticity 
i of 
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of the air increaſed by fire, is the ſecond cauſe 
of our phenomenon ;/ or, in other terms, that 
the deſolation at the Birches, is owing to a 
ſlip in the furface, and not to a tremour in the 
bowels of the earth. 

They likewiſe object, that if the burſting of 
the road, the river's bed, and the rock that 
formed its left bank, had been owing to an 
earthquake, it would have been attended with 
an eruption of fire or rarified air, and conſe- 
quently with fome exploſion ; but that none was 
heard, no not by the people who were on the 
ſpor : and that the deſolation would have been 
over in leſs than a minute, whereas it laſted near 
a quarter of an hour, 

Again, an earthquake, ſay they, which not 
only ſhakes the ground, but forms new mounts, 
overthrows a road, carries many yards of it in 
length to the diſtance of foity yards, throws 
a wood into a river, ſhatters and heaves up an 
immenſe rock an earthquake that does all this, 
muſt naturally be attended with dreadful, repeated 
ſhocks: and ſuch ſhocks would have been per- 
ceived, at leaſt at the bottom of Coal- brook- dale 
half a mile below, or at Buildwas half. a mile 
above the Birches, on the ſame ſide of the river; 
but no body felt any tremour of the earth at 

thoſe 3 + | 
cn | | On 
+ Thoſe who are for a ſl 'p, ſay likewiſe, that there have been 


ſuch extraordinary removals 0 the earth in other parts we the 
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On the other hand, thoſe who ate for an 
earthquake of a /ingular nature, affirm, that from 
the ſtony bed of the river to the higheſt chaſm, 
the ſoil (ſome feet below the ſurface) is exactly of 
the ſame rocky nature: That this is evident from 
the ſimilar quality of the rock ſhattered under 
the river, and of thoſe which have been rent at 

mn 
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kingdom, 8 an old Engliſh chronicle, publiſhed by John 1 
a citizen of London, who lived, it ſeems, in the reign of king 
James the firſt, page 322, I find the following paragraph. 
« The 17th of February, in the 14th year of queen Elizabeth, 
« near Marcleach in the county of Hereford, was ſeen the 
« ground to open, and certain rocks with a piece of ground 
removed, and went forward the ſpace of four days, It re- 
« moved itſelf between five of the clocke in the evening, and 
« ſeven the next morrow fortie paſes, carrying great trees and 
<« ſheep coates, ſome with ſixty ſheep in theni, The depth of 
„ the hole where it firſt brake out, is thirtie foote, the breadth 
of the breach is eight ſcore yardes, and in length about twenty 
« -ſcore yardes, It overthrewe.K ynaſtone chappell. Alſo two high 
« walles be removed nigh an hundred yardes, with the troy of 
«© the hedges. The ground in all is twenty ſix acres,” 
And again, page 378, © The 14th day of Januarie in the 
« twenty-fifth year of queen Elizabeth, in the pariſh of Armitage, 
« in a place called Blacke moore in Dorſetſhire, a piece of ground 
« containing three acres, removed and was carried clean over 
another cloſe, where alder and willow trees grew, the ſpace 
„% of fortie goade (every goade containing fifteen foote) and has 
« ſtopt up a highway, that directed towards the market town of 
«« Cerne, And yet notwithſtanding, the hedges wherewith it 
 « was incloſed, inviron it ſtill, and the trees ſtand thereon, bolt 
„ upright, ſaving one oke. The place where this ground had 
« his being, is leit like unto a great pit,” The book out of 
which I tranſcribe theſe curious paragraphs, is printed in black 
letter. The title page is wanting. 


6 
the formation of the chaſms; and from the very 
ſame kind of foſſils, which are found in the ruins 
of both. — They ſay, it is abſurd to ſuppoſe that 
the ſtratum of ſlippery earth, which forms the 
furface of the field of oats, could by flipping 
have rent the rock that bore it, and occaſioned 
ſo amazing an overthrow, — They urge, that if 
the weight of the riſing ground can cauſe ſuch 
a deſolation, Madeley wood on the ſame fide of 
the river, and equally waſhed by it, would have 


ſlipped much ſooner than the Birches ; as having 


a far greater preſſure, and being much ſteeper, 
undermined by coal pits, embowelled by ſtone- 
pits, and every where very ſubjeR to little ſlips, 
accidents from which the Birches have anaye 
been remarkably free, | 

They appeal to matter of fact, and produce a 
real ſlip of ſome yards of ground, and part of 
an hedge which came above forty yards down” a 
bank near Madeley church; and they obſerve : 
(t) that this bank was much ſteeper than the 
ground at the Birches: (2) that the buſhes &c, 
moved in a very rainy day, and were puſhed by 
a ſtream of water capable of turning a mill: (3) 
that at the back of new ſlips, there is always wet 
ooſing, or water flowing out; but that all the 
chaſms were perfectly dry from their formation, 
notwithſtanding the late rains; and that at the 


back of the pretended ip, not one drop of water 
x was 
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was to be ſeen, tho' it extends for four hundred 


and ten yards: and laſtly, that the little ſpring, 
which broke out below the houſe, is only a 
branch of the ſpring by which it was ſupplied 
with water; and appears hardly ſufficient to 
cauſe the ſlip of one buſh ; much leſs that of 
many fields, and of a wood fixed by the tena- 
cious roots of twenty flouriſhing oaks. 

The ſame philoſophers ſay, that the effect 
is always proportioned to the cauſe, and that 
the chaſms are far too enormous, to be cauſed 
merely by the filling up of the river's bed ; one 
of them alone being much longer, and in ſome. 
places deeper and wider, than the channel which 
has been filled up. 

They advance, that if mere preſſure had ſor- 
med the new mounts in the field of oats, the 
moiſteſt places would probably have riſen into 
the higheſt mounts, as being moſt apt to yield 


to a cruſh but that it was juſt the contrary, a 


dry part of the field being raiſed much above an 
unplowed ſwamp. 

They obſerve that the riſe of the land is very 
inconſiderable, where the preſſure [upon the op- 
polite ſcheme] has moſt powerfully operated, that 
is, where the higheſt mounts have been formed.: 
in ſo much that now from two of them, the 
ſpectators, to a conſiderable diſtance, look down 
upon the high ground [ſo called] the preflure 

| . of 
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of which is ſuppoſed to have forced them into 
exiſtence, 

They plead, that the dreadful manner in 
which the field of oats is raiſed, ſunk, or rent in 
pieces, is totally inconſiſtent with the idea of a 


ſlip ; not only the mounts, but the lower parts, 


being in general full of chaſms ſome feet wide, 
and many feet deep: and they ſuppoſe, that if 
theſe uncommon cracks had been formed by the 
preſſure of the riſing ground, that ground in fol- 
lowing the field, would have cloſed its apertures, 
or rather would have prevented its opening at all. 
If all that tract of land has merely ſlipped from 


off its baſis, they aſk why ſo many pyramids and 


towers are found in the chaſms : ſuppoſing it im- 
poſſible, that the ground ſlipping after thoſe py- 
ramids, ſhould have paſſed thro', and got beyond 
them, without carrying them before it, 

They ſay, that a gentleman who has ſeen the 
ruins of the earthquake at Liſbon, and the deſo- 
lation at the Birches, judges them to be of the 
ſame kind, tho' they differ in many circumſtances, 
They add, that among the ſpots of ground, which 
have been forced up, there are four under the 
wood, which have been raiſed ſome feet. Now, 
ſay they, as thoſe ſpots are quite at the top of the 
overthrow, they could not be preſſed upward by 
the weight of the /ower ground. Beſides, large 
chaſms being before and behind them, it cannot 


be conceived, how they could have been raiſed by 


preſſure ; 
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8 as it is impoſſible that huge maſſes of 
dry earth and ſolid rock, ſhould be forced up by 
being preſſed between a double vacuum. 

They ſay moreover, that if it were a flip, 
occaſioned by the left bank of the river giving 
way to the preſſure of the -high ground, all the 
land would have moved one way, namely from 
the wood to the river; but they obſerve, that it 
has moved in every direction: many hundred, 
not to ſay thouſand, tuns of earth, have gone 
caſt towards Madeley wood; witneſs the bridge 
that is buried eaſt, and the brook that is pounded 
north-eaſt. A great deal is gone weſt alſo ; wit- 
neſs many of the cracks towards Buildwas bridge, 
and many maſſes of earth which hang weſt. 
Altho' it is evident that the grand motion has 
been ſouthward, yet the remaining part of the 
road, and the ſtile in the field of oats, to this 
day hang remarkably north. And altho' moſt of 
the cracks run parallel to the river, not a few 
run perpendicular to it; and among theſe, the re- 
markable chaſm ncar which the following ſer- 
mon was preached ; a chaſm this which could 
not be formed, but by the ground moving eaſt 
or weſt, and not towards the river, This ap- 
pears likewiſe by part of a plowed field, which 
has been torn from the reſt, and carried ſeveral 
yards, to the ſouth-weſt, as the direction of the 
furrows. evidently de monſtrates. 

From 


„ 


From theſe obſervations they conclude, that it 


was a partial earthquake, of a ſingular nature, 


accompanied by a conſiderable eruption of air; 
and 4his they infer from the ſudden guſt of wind, 
that ſhook Samuel Cookſon's windows, and af- 
fected an yew-tree, which ſeems to have been 
blaſted, as weil as two young trees, whoſe leaves 
have alſo turned yellow. They ſtand at the 
end of the long chaſm, juſt in the way from 
it to the houſe where the ſudden blaſt terrified 


the farmer, at the time of the deſolation. 


They conceive, that their ſentiment is con- 
firmed, not only by the accident of a houſe at 
Buildwas, which unaccountably moved, cracked 
in ſeveral places, and partly ſunk-in two days 
before; but by another ſingular earthquake that 
Was, it ſeems, | both felt and heard a little after + 


C at 


+ Hearing that on Tueſday June 22, 1773, at Hennington, 
three or four miles off, there had been another earthquake, I 
went to the place, and the truth of it was conſiſtently aſſerted by 
ſeveral competent witneſſes, Tn particular by John Smith and 
William Darricot, ſervants, by Thomas Sherbrook, wheelwright, 
Joſeph Fletcher, farmer, George Decks, day labourer, c. About 
ten o'clock as George Decks ſat upon the ſtump of a tree eating 
his breakfaſt, he heard a great rumbling noiſe, which made him 
look up, thinking it thundered ; but the ſky being clear, he ſoon 
perceived that it was a ſubterraneous roar, and thinking the bank 
was coming down upon him, he ran away as faſt as he could, 
The ſame noiſe was heard again in the evening at five o'clock ; 
I. Smith and W. Darrieot faid that the ground ſeemed to ſhake un- 
der them, Joſeph Fletcher, who was in the next field weeding, 


ran 


at Hennington in Shiffnal pariſn; tho' the earth 
did not open there, as it did at the Birches. 
They ſay that Camden calls the motion of 
Marcley hill an earthquake, His words are, (page 
620) „ Marcley hill in 1571, as tho' it had 
c wakencd upon the ſudden out of a deepe | 
„ ſleepe, rouſed itſelf up: and for the ſpace of 
„three days together, moving itſelf with roar- 
1 ing noiſe in a fearful] ſort, and overturning all 
1 F de things that ſtood in the way, advanced itſelf 
Hig | s forward, to the wonderous aſtoniſhment of the 
1 beholders, by that kind of earthquake which [as 
I deeme] natural philoſophers call Braſmatias,”t 
They are of opinion, that the matter, which 
was the ſecond cauſe of our phenomenon, o- , 
| perated 
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ran home, Others, that were in a neighbouring farm houſe, 
thought the building was coming down. Some compared the 
noiſe to cannons let off under ground; others, to forge ham- 
mers going off with a rumbling noiſe, which laſted five or fix 
minutes, Happily the ground did not open, Several of thoſe 
that heard the noiſe, or felt the ſhock, were driven to earneſt 
extempore prayer: and being defired to give them a diſcourſe 
on the occaſion, on Sunday evening, July the 4th, near the (| 
ſpot where the lcudeſt alarm had been given, I preached to a 
very numerous congregation, on theſe words of Ifaiah ; I have long 
helden my peac, T have been flill, and refrained myſelf : now will I 
cry like a travailing ꝛuaman, I will deſtrey and devour at once; 1 
4 bill make nvaſte muuntains and hills, and dry up all their hirbs, I 
i WM will make the rivers iſlands, I will dry up the pools, and I will bring 

| the blind by a way that they knew not, I will lead them in paths 
that they have not lncaun. Iſ. xlii. 14, &c. 


ft 1 never ſaw that word before, but I ſuppoſe it comes 
from the greek word Proſma, which ſigniſies an ebulliticn, 


2 ap 


perated near the ſurface of the earth, and con- 
ſequently could not cauſe thoſe violent ſhocks 
and convulſions, which are felt far and near, 
when ſhe is affected in her inmoſt bowels, 

Laſtly, they maintain, that, as there are light - 
nings without thunder, and eruptions I of fire 
or of powerful vapours without any rending of 
the ground; ſo there may be a ſhaking, yea, 
and rending of it without thoſe ſymptoms, which 
our prepoſſeſſed imagination, and our ignorance 
of God's multifarious ways of combining ſecond 
cauſes, are apt to conſider as neceſſary circum- 
ſtances of earthquakes, 

Perhaps alſo the confined matter, that ſtrug- 
gled for a vent, finding one /oon, and working, 
itſelf out gradually when it had found it, at once 
cauſed the earthquake to laſt longer upon the 
deſolated ſpot, and prevented its being felt at 
a greater diſtance. 


C'2 But 
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1 TI have ſeen myſelf among ſome hills, about half way between 
Florence and Bologna in Italy, a barren ſpot of land, where flames 
continually break out of the earth, without any appearance either 
of tremour or crack, of fewel, or aſhes, They did not indeed 
aſcend very high, but I was aſſured, that before rain they often roſe 
to the height of a ſteeple, And I have beheld with admiration, 
in a ſulphurous ſpot of ground near Putzol, in the kingdom of 
Naples, a vapour coming out of the ground, not ſtrong enough to 
break it, but able to turn a ſword black in an inſtant, and force 

up the little ſtones that I dropt upon it. Very near that extraor- 

dinary place, a fine village has been ſwallowed up by an earth- 
quake, and the famous lake Lucrinus partly filled up, as tha 
channel of the Severn, 
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But whether the ſecond or natural cauſe of out 
1 phenomenon [if we conſider it according to the 
rules of philoſophy] be an earthquake or a Clip; 
| it is certain that [viewing it according to the 
1 rules of divinity, laid down in the oracles of 
WE God] the % or moral cauſe of it is twofold ; 
14 KB on our part, aggravated fin; and on God's part 
„ warning juſtice. 
Ih. | The deſign of the following diſcourſe, was to 
Wy | point out that moral cauſe to inconſiderate ſpeRta- 
tors in general; and in particular to excite in 
the hearts of my pariſhioners, an unſeigned gra- 
titude for our preſervation, and a ſalutary fear of 
| the Almighty, who equally fulfils his Providen- 
| tial will by ſtorms or inundations, conſumptions 
or fevers, famine or peftilence, ſlips or eatth- 
i quakes. 1 
Wi Should the reader deſire to know, why 1 
preached on that occaſion upon the ruins ; I will 
ingenuouſly tell him by what accidents and rea- 
ſons I was induced to take that ſlep. The day 
the earth opened at the Birches, as {' conſidered 
one of the chaſms, ſeveral” of my ' pariſhioners, 
whom curioſity had brought to the awful ſpot, 
gathered around me, I obſerved ts them, that 
the ſight before us, was a remarkable confirma- 
tion of the fit ft argument of a book, called, 
An appeal to matter of falt, or, a rational de- 
f mor/ſtration of man's fallen and loft late, which 
| 1 had juſt publiſhed, as a' laſt effort to awaken 
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to a ſenſe of the fear of God, the careleſs gen- 
tlemen of my pariſh, to whom it is dedicated. 
Having a few copies about me, which I was 
going to preſent to ſome of them, I begged leave 
to read that argument. And, as I read, I en- 
larged a little upon the following paſſages. 


C7 


cc 
( 
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«© Does not the natural ſtate of the earth, caſt 
a light upon the Hiritual condition of its 
inhabitants? Amidſt a thouſand beauties, that 
indicate what it was, when God pronounced 
it very good, and [as the original imports alſo} 
extremely beautiful; can an impartial enquirer 
help taking notice of a thouſand ſtriking 
proofs, that a multiplied curſe reſts upon this 
globe ; and that man, who inhabits it, is now 


diſgraced by the God of nature and provi- 


dence?” 
Here, deceitful moraſſes, or faithleſs quick- 
ſands obſtruct our way: there, miry, impaſ- 


ſable roads, or inhoſpitable ſandy deſerts, 


endanger our life. In one place, we are ſlopt 
by ſtupendous chains of rocky mountains, 
broken into frightful precipices or hideous 
caverns : and in another, we meet with ruin- 
ous valleys, cht deep by torrents, whoſe tre- 
mendous roar ſtuns the aſtoniſhed traveller,” &c. 
% Nor does heaven alone dart deſtructive fires ; 
Earth, our mother Earth, «as if it were not 
enough frequently to corrupt the atmoſphere 
by. peſtilential vapours, borrows the aſſiſtance 
C 3 | | & on 
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of the devouring (or of the fluid) element, to 
terrify and ſcourge her guilty children, By 
ſudden, frightful chaſms, and the mouths 
of her burning mountains, ſhe vomits clouds 
of ſmoke, ſulphureous flames, and calcined 
rocks; ſhe emits ſtreams of melted minerals 
—and, as if ſhe wanted to eaſe herſelf of the 
burden of her inhabitants, ſuddenly riſes againſt 
them, and in battles of ſhaking at once cruſhes, 
deſtroys, and buries them” (or, as in the pre- 


ſent caſe, their fields and buildings, their bridges 
and road, their words and rivers) * in heaps of 
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ruins, 


«© When theſe aſtoniſhing ſcenes are paſt, they 


may indeed entertain us, like a bloody battle 
that is ſeen at a diſtance: They may amuſe 
our imagination, when in a peaceful apartment 
we behold them beautifully repreſented by the 
pen of a Virgil, or the pencil of a Raphael. But 
to be in the midſt of them, as thouſands are 
ſooner or later, is inexprefſibly dreadful. It is 
actually to ſee the forerunners of divine ven- 
geance, and to hear the ſhaking of God's deſ- 
tructive rod. It is to behold at once a lively 
emblem, and an awful pledge; of that fire and 
brimſlone, ſtorm and tempeſt, which the righteous. 
governour of the world will rain upon the un- 
godly ; when the heavens ſhall paſs away with a 


6 grent noiſe, the elements Fall melt with fervent 


60 heat, 
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& heat, and the earth, with the works that are 
therein, ſhall be burnt up.” 

«© Now as reaſon loudly cles that the 
* God of order, juſtice, and goodneſs, could 


never eſtabliſh, and continue this fearful courſe - 
* of things, hut to puniſh the diſorders of the 


„ moral world, by thoſe of the natural; we muſt 


% conclude, that MAN IS GUILTY, from the 


& alarming tokens of divine diſpleaſure, which 
& (ſooner or later) are fo conſpicuous in every 
c part of the habitable globe”' and which are Now 
fo clearly ſeen, ſo ſenſibly felt in this ruinous ſpot, 

I concluded my reading and remarks by thankſ- 
giving and prayer; beſeeching the Preſerver of 
men to bleſs the dreadful phenomenon before us, 


not only to the awakening of thoſe who were 


then preſent, but of all the impenitent in the 
land ; that when they ſhould hear, they might 
fear, and turn to the Lord, inſtead of provoking 
him by their crying fins to ſtop our rivers, over- 
throw our roads, cut off our barveſt, carry away 
our lands, fink our buildings, and bury us in 
ſuch immenſe and fearful graves, as had been 
inſtantaneouſly dug around us that morning. 
Perceiving that ſeriouſneſs ſat upon all faces; 
remembering the apoſtolic precept, preach the 
word : be inſtant in ſeaſon and out of ſeaſon, which 
is abundantly confirmed by theſe words of our 
church in the communion-ſervice, It is very meet, 


right, and our bounden duty, that we ſhould at ALL 
times 3 
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times, and in ALL PLACES give thanks to almighty 
God; hoping alſo that curiofity might bring ſome 
of the moſt profane, to hear a fermon and join 
in thankſgiving on ſo extraordinary an occaſion ; 
and flattering myſelf, that the fight of the ruins 
would fix the attention of the moſt trifling audi- 
tors, and add ſolemnity to the devotion of the 
moſt ſerious ; I told the people then preſent, that 


if they would come again the next evening to the 


ſame place, I would endeavour to echo back and 
improve the Joud call to repentance, which God 
had given us that day, 

They readily conſented; and when I came at 
the time appointed, to my great ſurpriſe I found a 
vaſt concourſe of people, and among them ſeveral 
of my pariſhioners, who had never been at church 
in all their life; to whom, after a prayer and 
thankſgiving ſuitable to the uncommon circum- 
ſtances, I preached a ſermon, of which, [ ſo far as 
can recollect] the reader may find the ſubſtance, 


with ſome additions, in the following pages. | 
May it have a better effect upon him, than it 
had upon ſome gentlemen who heard eit! Whe- 


ther they would alſo preach in their way a lecture 
to drunken colliers, waggoners, and bargemen— 
whether they would give me to underſtand in the 
face of heaven and earth, that no ordinary nor 
extraordinary calls, ſhould ever make them regard 
the public worſhip of almighty God — or whether 
they would ſhew, on the margin of the newly 

| formed 


© 33 ) 


formed chaſms [thoſe uncommon and dreadful 
graves] their approbation of the heatheniſh maxim 
mentioned by St. Paul, Let us drink, for to morrow 
we die; I do not pretend to ſay. But inſtead of a 
prayer book, they pulled out their favourite com- 
panion, a bottle; and imparted þ the ſtrong con- 
tents to each other, as heartily as I did the awful 
contents of my text to the decent part of the 
congregation, Gentle Reader, receive them as 
cordially as they did their ſtupifying antidote, 


and I aſk no more. 
— Madely, July 6, 1773. 


t This is not, I fear, the only indecency, which the deſolated 
| ſpot has been witneſs to, as appears by the following extract of 

a ferious letter, printed in the miſcellany lately given with the 
Birmingham news-paper. It is dated Coalbrook-dale, June 16, 
1773, and ſigned A, Danny. 

& To crown all, among the many thouſands that have come to 
ce view the tremendous ſcene, a company from Bridgnorth came 
« (among whom was a young clergyman) and brought muſic along 
cc with them, and ſet a dancing upon the very place, whete this 
cc awful earthquake had happened; as if they neither feared God, 
© nor regarded man, O ye hard, callous hearts, where were your 
6 thoughts at that time? Might not the earth have again opened, 
cc and ſwallowed you up alive! Better you had ſtayed away, than 
© to accompany your curiofity with ſuch preſumptuous actions. 
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« No doubt you call yourſelves Chriſtiant, but the Heathens would 


ce bluſh at ſuch condut! Inſtead of reverently falling down on 
« your knees, and adoring the Lord of heaven and earth, for his 
« mercy in yet ſparing you and others, (which it was the clergy- 
4 man's duty to have excited you to) thus to demonſtrate your 
ce defiance of your Maker, is certainly an high act of impiety, and 
ce cauſe of trouble to all ſerious minds. 
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NUMBERS xvi. 30, 31, 32, 33, 34. 


I, the Lord make a new thing, and the earth open 
her mouth, and ſwallow them up, with all that 
appertain unto them, and they go down alive into 
the pit; then ye ſhall under/land that theſe men 
have provoked the Lord. And it came to paſs, 
as he had made an end of ſpeaking all theſe 
words, that the ground clave aſunder, which 
was under them : and the earth opened hir mouth, 
and ſwallowed them up, and their houſes, and 


all the men that appertained unto Corab, and all 


their goods, They, and all that appertained to 
them, went down alive into the pit, and the earth 
clgſed upon them, and they periſhed from among 
the congregation. And all Iſrael that were round 
about them, fled at the cry of them : for they ſaid, 
Lefl the earth ſwallow us up alſs, 


UR inconſideration requires the loudeſt 
calls; and our hardneſs of heart, the 
heavieſt blows, When we were warned by 
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the loud, penitential cries of a giddy, dying 
young man, + upon whom God had laid his hand 
with uncommon ſeverity; crowds of thoughtleſs 
hearers attended the church at his burial. I 
preached to them from theſe alarming words of 
Ifaiah : Men thy judgments are in the earth, the 
inhabitants of the world will learn righteouſneſs. — 
Lord, when thy hand is lifted up, they will not ſee, 
but they ſhall ſee. Many of you ſaw, and ſome 
felt, on that awful occaſion, But alas! the re- 
lentings of moſt ceaſed with my warnings, or 
vaniſhed with the next morning's dew. Nay, 
inſtead of learning righteouſneſs, too many by 
3 1 
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t A blooming dancer, under twenty years of age, whoa I 
Joudly warned on a Saturday evening, to “ Prepare for death 
and judgment; * and who diſtinguiſhed himſelf among the 
nimbleſt of the company, while ſome cryed, © play away — 
dance away, &c ;: — The next week, far from growing wiſer, 
he procured money by wrong methods, to go every evening to 
a ſhow, againſt the will and intreaties of his parent. And 
this he continued to do, till putting one day his knee to the 
ground, the unſeen point of a nail made an inſignificant wound 
in it, not unlike the prick of a pin. The ſhow-man, to 
whom he mentioned his accident, by an unfortunate applica- 
tion inadvertently poiſoned his trifling wound, and ſpoiled his 
dancing for ever. Tertible ſymptoms ſoon followed with ex- 
cruciating pains, which carried him off the Saturday follow- 
ing · The circumſtances of his death, his ſolemn warnings to 
ſome of his companions on his death-bed, and his affecting 
cries for mercy, which were heard to a conſiderable diſtance, 
ſtruck a tranſitory awe upon many young people, and brought 
them to hear the funeral men , whi ich J referred to in the 
beginning of this, 


1 

flifling their convictions hardened themſelves, 
turned the ſavour of life into the ſavour of death, 
and learned to fin with leſs remorſe than ever. 
What can be done to awaken our ſtupid, 
drowſy, dead conſciences ? Muſt God lift up his 
hand in a more conſpicuous manner ? In order 
to turn our hearts, muſt he now ſubvert our 
fields, or turn the courſe of our river ? — But 
why do I aſk the queſtion ? Has he not wrought 
the double wonder at once? — O ye ungodly 
colliers, that poiſon the bowels of the earth with 
your impure and impious breath ; ſee what de- 
ſtruction he has brought upon the ſolid element, 
in which you get a maintenance]! — Ye pro- 
fane watermen, whoſe daring wickedneſs over- 
flows all the dikes of human and divine laws, 
oftner than the Severn does its banks; ſce what 
a curſe has overtaken the river, on which you 
earn your bread ! — And ye ſinners of all ranks 
and occupations, ſee the finger of a fin-aveng- 
ing God, laid upon this diſmal ſpot ; and by the 
deſolation you behold here, judge of that, which 
our iniquities would long ſince have brought 
upon all the carih, if God had not the patience 
and Jong-ſuffering of a God. 

However, the ax of his vengeance | 1s not 
thrown by : it is fill laid at the root of the tree; 
nay, it is lifted high, to ſtrike a blow, general 
25 our wickedneſs,” repeated as our crimes, fearful 
as our imprecations. But, puniſhment is God's 
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ftrange work ; and his Son, whom we put to 
open ſhame, and cructfy afreſh by our ſins, is not 
yet weary of interceding for us. Yeſterday, 
when the deſtroyer aſked leave to bury us in 
heaps of ruins, as he did Job's feafting ſons and 
daughters; or to bring in an unexpected flood 
upon us, as he did upon the world of the un- 
godly in the days of Noah; our compaſſionate 
Mediator interpoſed and ſaid: Tho' they cumber 
the ground like barren fig-trees, let them alone this 
day, this year alſo, till J ſhall dig about them, If 
they bear fruit, well : and if not, then after that 
thou ſhalt cut them down, 

And now, finners, ſee with grateful aftoniſh- 
ment. the prevalence of our Lord's prayer | We 
are ſpared ! But tremble with godly fear at the 
| literal fulfilment of his declaration: To make 

us bring forth fruit meet for repentance, he actually 
Aigs about us at a moſt alarming rate, — What 
trenches ! — To rouſe our ſouls, he toſſes our 
grounds: To ſtop us in our ſinful eareer, he ab- 
ſorbs our highway; and to water in our hearts 
the withered plant of God's fear, he damms up 
our navigable river. | 

Nay, he does more ſtill. The goſpel mentions 
thoſe, who tate the kingdom of heaven by violence. 
Few of us alas ! ſeem to be of that happy num- 
ber: In general we act, as if we would ſtorm 
the kingdom of darkneſs, We put on the whole 


armour of Satan; we take up the ſhield of unbelief, 
: the 


( 39 ) „ 
the helmet .of preſumption, the girdle of deceit, the 
Breaſt. plate of unrighteouſneſs, and the ſword of 
the evil ſpirit, the word of a lying world. Thus 
equipped, with undaunted confidence we tread 
upon divine mercies, and go on from fin to fin, 
from the follies of childhood to the vanity or 
profligacy of youth, and if we are not killed in 
the field of intemperance, we crown all by the 
worldly- mindedneſs and obduracy of old age. 
Nothing turns, nothing ſtops us. But now. the 
angel of the Lord ſtands with a drawn ſword in 
our way, as he did in that of Balaam. We ſeem 


determined to poſſeſs ourſelves of Tophet; aud 


to carry hell, as it were, ſword in hand: but God 
fortifies it againſt our deſperate aſſaults. See, 
ſinners, ſee thoſe newly formed mounts, and 
ſtupendous chaſms! are they not ramparts of 
his raiſing, and ditches of his ſinking, to make 
you deſiſt from your mad enterprize? And if, 
with curſes in your mouths, ftolen goods in 
your hands, revenge in your hearts, or unpar- 
doned fin upon your conſciences, you force your 
way, thro' theſe uncommon bulwarks, to the 
chambers of death ; will you not doubly deſerve 
to be devoured by the ſword, which has been ſo 
dreadfully brandiſhed over this deſolated ſpot ? 

If impenitency is the fixed object of our choice; 
if till ſhutting our ears to all ordinary and ex- 
traordinary calls, and toſſing Chriſt's eaſy yoke 
from off our necks, we equally harden our hearts 
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2gainlt the yearning bowels of God's mercy, and 
the terrible warnings of his juſtice ; ſhall we not 
make our dangerous caſe deſperate ? Is it not 
enough to have paid no attention to the whiſpers 
of his grace, muſt we alſo light the thunder of his 
Power © Shall the dreadful pea), that was rung 
here yeſterday, only lull us aſleep on the brink 
of deſtruction ? By rendering our obſtinacy more 
inexcuſable, ſhall the diſregarded terrors of the 
Lord have no other effect, than that of acciden- 
tally fitting us for the aggravated puniſhment of 
thoſe relentleſs cities, where Chriſt wrought his 
mighty works in vain ? Shall we ſecure to ourſclves 
the torments cf that Zezebel, to whom G gave 
time to repent, and who nevertheleſs repented not? 
Is not the hell of Tyre and Sidon terrible enough 
for us? Muſt we alſo ruſh into that of Chorazin 
and Bethſaida ? Or do we flatter ourſelves, that, 
becauſe the ſcale of divine patience yct preponde- 
rates, no hills of guilt, no mountains of iniquity, 
can poſſibly turn the ſcale of righteous vengeance * 

If any are in that fatal error, permit me to 
undeceive them, by producing the unhappy wit- 
neſles mentioned in my text, Dathan and Abiram, 
with their wives, children, and ſeivants, And, 
that we may improve at once God's alarming 


ſeverity towards them, and the riches of his long 


ſuffering towards us, enquire we FIRST into 
their crime and our imitation of it. — Conſider 


we in the SECOND place, what new thing the Lord 
aid, 


„ 

did, to deſtroy them from off the earth. — Let 
us THIRDLY improve the ſight of this dreadful 
phenomenon, by which he warns us to repent, 
| bel the earth ſwallow us up alſo. — And then you 
will give me leave to conclude by a ſuitable 
addreſs to ſeveral claſſes of hearers. 

And thou, mighty God, who in the midſi of 
judgment didſt yeſterday remember mercy, remem- 
ber it now. Second by thy blcfling the ſtrokes 
of thy rod, and the truths of thy goſpel. Gra- 
cious Lord of the harveſt ! give the increaſe to 
the ſeed, that ſhall be ſown in a field, which 
thou haft ſo ſtrangely plowed up. And while 
thy feeble meſſenger calls upon this multitude 
to turn, turn theu us, O good Lord, and ſo ſhall 
toe be turned, The work is wonhy of omnipo- 
' tence, worthy of thee, Take then to thyſelf thy 
great power, and reign, It is thy prerogative to 
break rocky hearts, as thou haſt broken thoſe: 
rocks; and to turn the ftream of human affec- 
tions, as thou haſt turned that of yonder rivet. 
Once more, great God, make bare thy powerful 
arm: and to-day work here as gloriouſly in the 
moral, as thou didſt yeſterday in the natura! 
world, „„ 


I. Enquire we then firſt, what was Dathan 
and Abiram's crime? Had they committed your 
exceſſes, O ye, who are mighty to drink wine, 
and men of flrength to mingle flrong drink ; and 
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who {while your indigent neighbours, perhaps 


vour own relations, or creditors ſtarve] conti— 
nue adding ſuifeit to feaſting, or drunkenneſs to 
{birt -N: they left that crime, I ſhall not 
ſay to brutcs [becauſe many of them are not 
brutiſh enough to commit it] but to % who 
make it your chief delight to turn your heated 
mouths into ſmoaking chimneys, your overloaded 
{iomachs into ſtewing pots, and your enormous 
bellies into moving hogſheads. 

Had they contrived to meet the bottomleſs pit, 
by driving perpendicular ways towards the cen- 
tre of the earth, with mouths full of prayers for 
other people's damnation and their own ? No: 
they left that diabolical iniquity to you, impious 
colliers, who ſend as many horrid imprecations 
towards heaven, as if you wanted to rend the 
roof of your pits over your heads, or to kindle 
the ſulphur of divine vengeance about your ears. 
Had they endeavoured to accumulate gold by 
cheating, ſtealing, or oppreſſion? No: alcho' 
they were Jews, they probably deteſted thoſe 
crimes, in the commiſſion of which ſo many 


nominal Chriſtians are grown brazen-faced and 
grey-headed ? — Had they violated matrimonial 


engagements by ſeducing their neighbours' wives, 
or by fixing upon their daughters an indelible 
mark of infamy ? No: they regarded the ſeventh 
commandment; and my text ſpeaks of their 


wives and children, not of their whores and 


baſjlards, 
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ba/lards.—Or had they learned atheiſm of Pha- 
raoh? Did they ſay like him, or like our modern 
infidels, Ibo is the Lord? I know not the Los d ! 
Who is the Meſſiah? I will not bow to the 
Mefliah ? No: on the contrary, they were am— 
bitious, far too ambitious of miniſtering to the 
Lord, and offering, inſtead of Aaron, victims 
that typified the expiatory ſactifice of the Lamb 
of God. 

What-was then their crime # They } had pro- 
voled the Lord, ſays my text. But how? 
By fighting his ſervants, exalting themſelves, 
and ſetting a bad example before their neigh- 
bours. Moſes ſent to call Dathan and Abiram, 
wha ſaid Me will not come up. By this lordly 
refuſal, in which they perſiſted to the laſt, they 
countenanced a lawleſs liberty, encouraged the 
contempt of God's miniſters, ſtamped the neg- 
let of his ordinances, and filled up the mea- 

ſure of their iniquity. A complication of 
crimes this, which was ſo much the more hein- 
ous, as their rank was more eminent, and their 
influence over the inferiour part of the congre- 
gation, greater than that of other Iſraelites. 

i grant that we cannot exadiy commit their 
tranſgreſſon Moſes and the Tabernacle are no 
more : but have we not our places of worſhip ? 
And has not one greater than Moſes promiſed, 
that where ttwo or three are gathered together in his 
name, there he us in the midft of them ? They 
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deſpiſed Moſes the ſervant, and we deſpiſe Chriff 
the Son of God. Does this extenuate our crime? 
Certainly not, if the Apoſtle ſtated the caſe 
juſtly: Hear him, Heb. x. 28, 29. He that 
deſpiſed Moſes lato, died without mercy. Of how 
much ſorer puniſhment, ſuppoſe ye, ſhall he be 
thrught worthy, who hath trodden under foot the Son 
of God, and done diſpite to the ſpirit of grace? 
For we know him that hath ſaid, Vengeance be- 
longeth unto me, and I will repay, ſays the Lord. 

But let us conſider a moment our partial 
imitation of Dathan's crime. How many are 
there among us, who, when the book, the pro- 
vidence, the miniſters of the Lord, call upon 
us to forſake our fins, and come out of Babylon, 
that we may not partake of her plagues, ſhow the 
invincible obſtinacy of Abiram? How many, 
who, when they are intreated to haſte to mount 
Sion, and to the city of the living God, the new 
Jeruſalem, return by their haughty or careleſs 
behaviour, the anſwer of rebellious Dathan, We 
will not come up; or that of thoſe more civil 
rebels, who made ligbi of a ſolemn invitation to 


the goſpel- feaſt, and ſaid, Pray, have me excuſed? 


Numbers of us pay as little regard to the 
form, as to the power of godlineſs, We are even 
void of religious decency: The return of the 
Lord's day invites, the bells call, our baptiſmal 
vow binds, our chriſtian name reminds, the 
canons of the church bid, the law of the land 

| compels, 


„ 

compels, the fourth commandment enjoins, con- 
ſcience urges, the day of judgment ruſhes on, 
and greedy death ſtalks about : all ſay, Remem- 
ber the ſabbath day ta keep it holy, and go up to 
the houſe, to the table of the Lord, —To give 
the utmoſt ſolemnity to the general invitation, 
a multitude of miniſters and congregations al- 
ternately. lift up their voices, and ſay: Serve the 
Lord with gladneſs, and come before his preſence 
with a ſong. —-O go your way into his gates with 
thankſgiving, and into his courts with praiſe : But 
what anſwer do moſt of us return? Alas! the 
very anſwer that coſt Dathan and Abiram their 
lives, Our conduct ſpeaks their inſolent lan- 
guage : &« Je will not come up: You may ce- 
« [ebrate the Lord's praiſes, explain his law, 
: preach his goſpel, adminiſter his ſacraments 
& if you pleaſe ; but thoſe means of grace are 
„ nothing to us, We will neither ſeek the 
« [ord in his appointed ways, nor edify our 
„ignorant neighbours by ſetting them a good 
example: e will not came up. Poor enthu- 
„ ſiaſts may worſhip God in the face of the 
„ fun; but we people of faſhion, we men of 
„parts and learning, we buſy tradeſmen, we 
« votaries of pleaſure, we ſelf- righteous mora- 
&« liſts, and we immoral pretenders to morality, 
tc are all above paying our Creator a public 
« homage : Ie will not come up. If God will 
© bleſs us, let him wait upon us in our own 

| „% houſes, 
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© houſes, or in the fields of vanity ; we give 


„e him leave: but indeed we are fo ſlothful, or 


e fo buſy; fo proud, prophane, or virtuous, that 


« we neither will, can, nor need, be at the 
* trouble of going to his temple. Ye will not 
© come up. | repeat it, neglecters of God's 
worſhip, this is the plain language of your 
conduct; and if you knew what paſſes in your 
breaſts, you would find that it is the ſecret 


whifper of your hearts. 
O ye chriſtian Dathans, ye lofty 8 


ye, who, like thoſe proud Ifraclites, are in your 


reſpective pariſhes, princes of the aſſembly, famous 
in the congregation, men of renawn ; the eyes of 
this populous neighbourhoed are upon jou, eſ- 
pecially the eyes of poor illiterate colliers, wag- 
goners, and watermen, Do you not conſider, 
that they mind your examples, rather than God's 
precepts ? Are you not aware, that they follow 
you as a bleating flock follows the firſt wandering 
ſheep ? Becauſe they cannot read the ſacred pages, 
or even tell the firſt letters of the alphabet ; 


think you they cannot read, /ecret contempt of 


almighty God, on the ſleeves, in which they ſome- 
times ſee you laugh at godlineſs? And ſuppoſe 
ye, they cannot make out, open pollution of his 


ſabbaths, when they ſee the remarkable 25 
Which you ſo frequently leave empty at church! 


Do you not know, that the leſſons of practical 


atheiſm, which you thus give them in the free 
ſchool 


1 


ſchool of bad example, they learn without de- 
lay, practiſe without remorſe, and teach others 
with unwearied diligence ? Alas! the pattern of 
indevotion, which you ſer in the houſe of God, 
carries before you are aware, its baneful influ- 
ence thro' an hundred private houſes. Oh! 
bow many are now numbered among the dead, 
who have taken to the ways of deſtruction by 
following you / How many are yet unborn, upon. 
whom a curſe will be entailed, in conſequence 
of the ſpreading plague of irreligion, which their 
parents have caught from you And /hall not heir 
Blood be more or leſs required at your hands.? Shall 
not I viſit for theſe things, ſaith the Lord? Shall 
not my ſoul be auenged'on ſuch a nation as this? 

Many of you, indeed, do not carry prophane- 
neſs ſo far as to ſay with Dathan and Abiram, 
e will not come up. You ſtill come to the 
houſe of prayer; but alas! do you not turn it, 
ſo far as lies in you, into an houſe of vanity, by 
behaving as if your employment there was to 
ſee and be ſeen ? Or do you not conſider it as 
an houſe of intrigue, rather than a ſpiritual infir- 
mary; when you come to gaze upon the perſon 
that captivates your affections, rather than to 
wait upon the heavenly Phyſician, who wounds 
by repentance, and heals by a pardon, that the 
bones which he hath broken may rejoice? 

But, if you do nat turn the church into an 
houſe of vanity or intrigue ; do you not eſteem 
it 
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it the houſe of dulneſs, a dormitory, the temple 
of ſleep, rather than the houſe of God? In a 
word, when you ſay, Our bodies ſhall come up; 
do not your wandering minds too often reply, 
in imiiztion of the rebels mentioned in my text, 
We will rove over the earth, we will not come 
up ; or if we do, it ſha!) be only to act the pha- 
riſee's part, to draw near to God with our lips, 
while our hearts are far from him, his ways, his 
o:dinances, and his people ? 

So long' as our practice ſpeaks this dreadful 


language, is it ſurpriſing that ſo few ſhould be 


the better for going up to the houſe of the. Lord ? 
and that the leaſt hint given by the ſons of vanity, 
that we are wanted at an idle dance, an indecent 
play, a gaming table, a midnight revel, a bloody 
ſport, &c. ſhould find ſo many of us ready to ſay, 
We will do ourſelves the honour of waiting upon 
you: Me will go up? On ſuch oceaſions as theſe, 


when the inflexibility of Daàthan would be a vir- 


tue, how few alas! ſtand it out as he did? How 
very few reply, with the unſhaken reſolution of 
Abiram, We will not come up? 


II. We have ſeen the crime of thoſe men, and 
our partial imitation of it: Conſider we next, 
the dreadful puniſbment, which was inflicted upon 
them, and which we have ſo narrowly eſcaped. 
They would not come up; therefore Moſes roſe 


up, and went unto them; and the elders of Ißrael 
followed 


( 49 ) 

followed him. And fo will ſome meſſenger of 
divine vengeance come down to us, if we perſiſt 
in not going up to the houſe of prayer to implore 
divine mercy, For, how ſhall we eſcape, if we 
neglect ſo great ſalvation, and to the laſt flight the 

Saviour in his word, his ſervice, his ambaſſadors, 
and the ſacramental pledges of his dying love ? 

A crowd of ſpectators accompanied the man 
of God, and when he had bid them depart from 
the tents of thoſe wicked men, he wrapt himſelf 
by a ſtrong faith in the mantle of divine power, 
as St, Peter and St. Paul did afterwards ; when 
the one was going to puniſh lying apoſtates with 
ſudden death, and the other to ſtrike the ſorcerer 
Elymas with blindneſs, His paſtoral rod became 
a rod of iron, ſtretched out to break in pieces 
veſſels to diſhonour, that had fitted themſelves for 
deſtruction and leſt the ſpreading plague of 
their rebellion, ſhould bring ſpiritual death upon 
myriads; as an experienced ſurgeon cuts off a 
mortified limb, that the infection may not de- 
ſtroy the whole body; or rather as a miniſter 
of that God, who reſilleih the proud, and is a 
conſuming fire to the wicked ; he prepared to cut 
thoſe dangerous men off from the congregation, 
and ſternly ſpoke the words of my text. 

If theſe men die the common death of al men, then 
the Lord has not ſent me: but if the Lord make 
a new thing, and the earth open her mouth, and 
ſwallow them up with all that appertain unto them, 

and 
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end tbey go down alive into the pit, then ſhall ye 


under fland, that theſe men have provoked the Lord, 


And it came to paſs, as he had made an end of 


ſpeaking theſe words, that the ground clave aſunder 
that was under them : and the earth opened her 


mouth, and ſwallowed them up, and their houſes, 


and all their goods : They, and all“ that apper- 
tained unt» them, went down alive into the pit, 
and the earth doſed upon them, and they periſhed 
from among the congregation. And all Iſrael that 
were round about them, flid at the cry of them, 

for they ſaid, left the earth ſwallow us up alſa ! 
What a ſtrange puniſhment was this, and how 
wonderfully adapted to their crime] Their throat, 
like yours, O prophane curſers and ſwearers, was 
an open ſepulchre, they had opened their mouths 
againſt heaven, and now the earth opens her 
mouth 


* Should ſome readers entertain hard thoughts of God's ſe- 
verity towards Dathan's children, &c, I beg leave to obſerve, 
that, if they were ccme to years of maturity, as they vi/fully 
ſhared in his diſobedience, ſo they ju/ily deſerved to ſhare- in 
his puniſhment ; and .that this was the caſe, appears from their 
obſtinate refuſal to depart from the tent of their ⁊uicled father, 
when Moſes gave them fair warning, — If they were infants, 
God, in cutting them off from the earth, rendered the puniſh+ 
ment of their parent more awful, and took them ſooner to 
glory; for of ſuch ¶ i. e. little children] rs the kingdom of heaven. 
In this caſe then, as in the extirpation of the Canaanitiſh chil- 
dren, God's juſt ſeverity towards the parents, was tempered 
with ſingular mercy towards the children, who, by an early 
death, were not only ſecured from the deſtructive influence of 
example, and a bad education; but happily ſnatched from 
this vale of miſery, and taken to early, eternal bliſs, 


LF 

mouth againſt them, and ſwallows them up as 
the grave, They had made a rent in the con- 
gregation, and now God rends the earth under 
their feet. They had endeavoured to draw ſin- 
ners into the gulph of deſtruction, and now they 
plunge into it themſelves, in the preſence of thoſe 
whom they had ſeduced, What a dreadful em- 
blem was this, of the perdition of ungodly men, 
when they ſhall hear thoſe dreadful words, De- 
part ye curſed, and ſhall ſink into the bottomleſs 
pit — the pit dug for the ungodly, for the devil and 
his angels — the pit, out of which the [mote of 
their torment ſhall aſcend for ever and ever / 

A circumſlance mentioned in my text, de- 
ſerves our peculiar attention. Dathan and Abi- 
ram cried as they diſappeared ; but alas J like the 
fooliſh virgins, they cried too late, Thoſe who 
had inclined to their rebellion, far from running 
to their help, fled at their cry. And ſo will your 
gay companions fly at your groans, O ye impeni- 
tent ſinners. When ye are juſt falling from a 
death bed into a noiſome grave, they will fy 
from the room where you ſhall be executed, 
leſt the executioner [whether it be the ſmall- 
pox, or a fever] lay hold of them alſo ; or leſt 
the ghaſtly image of death, refleted from your 
pale face, force reflection upon their thoughtleſs 
minds, or ſpoil the diverſion they are going to 
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They cried in the jaws of deſtruction, but 
probably not to God. They that do not re- 
member him in the days of their proſperity, too 
often forget him, when ſorrow comes upon them 
as pangs upon a woman, Hence it is, that we 
hear ſo many crying O dear! O dear!” and 
ſo few ſaying in earneſt, as the blind beggar, 
Jejus, have mercy upon me. But fuppoſe they had 
ſaid, O Lud! or O Lord! thro' mere fright, as 
too many of us do upon every frivolous oc- 
caſion throꝰ mere ſurprize; would this have ſaved 
them? No: for when the Lord by his prophet, 
did ſpread farth his hands, they regarded not ; and 
now that the day of vengeance is come, to ſpeak 


after the manner of men, he laughs at their 
' calamity, and mocks when their fear cometh, 


Prov. 1. 26. 

God is love, rather than vindiclive juſtice: 
Nor hath he any pleaſure that the wicked ſhould | 
die. Hence it is, that the mini/tration of righ- 
zeouſneſs, or righteous mercy, exceeds in glory. 
Nevertheleſs, ſays St. Paul, the miniſtration «of 
condemnation is glorious. The wrath of man work- 
eth not the righteouſneſs of God; yet, when that 
wrath is wiſely over-ruled, or juſtly puniſhed, it 
turns to God's inferior praiſe. Every rational 


being muff then anſwer the end of his exiſt- 


ence, by glorifying the Author of it one way or 
another. We muſt all reflect honour upon our 


Maker, either as a ö rewarder of thoſe 
that 


33 


that diligently ſeek him, or a juſt puniſher of 
thoſe that obſtinately offend him, Thus, while 
the bleſſed ſhew forth in heaven the praiſes of 
his holineſs and mercy; the wicked in hell diſ- 
play thoſe of his holineſs and jaſtice. There- 
fore the deſtruction of the latter, as well as the 
' ſalvation of the former, is the proper theme of 
heavenly ſongs. Take an inſtance of it. 

No ſooner had St, John ſeen in a prophe- 
tic viſion the dreadful fall of Babylon, than he 
heard the heavenly hoſt ſhouting Allelujah ! Sal- 
vation, and glory, and puwir to our God! True 
and righteous are his judgments, for he hath judged 
the great whore,. who corrupted the earth with her 
fornication, and hath avenged the Lleod of his Jer- 
vants at her hands, And he heard the voice of 
a great multitude, as the voice of many waters, 
and the voice of mighty thunderings, ſaying, Allelu- 
jah for the Lord God omnipotent reigneth, — 
Ves, he reigneth juſtly to /m/tze with an icon 
ſceptre through the loins of them that hate him, 
and riſe againſt him ; as well as to hold out to 
thee a golden ſceptre of mercy, thou humble 
mourner, who trembleſt at his word, and flieſt 
for refuge to the ſhadow of Jeſu's wings, 

There is then the /ong of Miſes, who over- 
threw Pharaoh and all his hiſt in the red ſea; 
as well as the ſong of the Lamb, who loved us, 
and waſhed us from our fins in bis own blood : 


and it is your prerogative, O ye ſetvants of 
+. - - the 
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the moſt-High, to ſing both thoſe ſongs alter- 
nately ; to ſhout God's juſtice, as well as his 
mercy ; and celebrate the deſtruction of incor- 
rigible criminals, as well as the ſalvation of 
penitent believerss We may then, without 
uncharitableneſs, join David in the 136th Pſalm, 
and ſay: O give thanks unto the God of all gods, 
*who only doth great wonders : who 8MoTE Egypt 
with their firſt-born, for his MERCY endureth for 
ever: Yea, and SLEw mighty kings, for his 
MERCY endureth for ever, &c. The capital 
puniſhment of a murderer, is a capital kindnefs 
ſhown to thouſands, Were the king to re- 
prieve all criminals, his mercy to them, would 
he cruelty to millions. And altho' charity re- 
Joiceth not in iniquity, yet ſhe may, conſiſtently 
with herſelf, rejoice in the ſuppreſſion of triumph- 
ant wickedneſs; and in order to this, ſhe may 
mournfully acquieſce in the exemplary puniſhment 
of obſtinate and daring offenders ; as Moſes did 
in the deſtruction of Dathan and Abiram ; and 
St, Peter in that of Ananias and Sapphira, 

And now, altho' we cannot all „ing the ſong 
of the Lamb, yet [glory be to God !] we may 
all confider the patience of our offended Creator, 
who upon theſe ruins invites us, guilty as we 
are, to repent and live—to celebrate his ſparing 
mercy in fear, and rejoice to him with re- 
verence. 

The 


1 


The earth, in the days of Moſes, opened her 
mouth, and dreadfully ſwallowed up two fami- 
lies: The earth yeſterday opened her mouth, 
probably far wider, and yet the only two fami- 
lies. that lived here, were ſuffered to make their 
eſcape. Allclujah ! praiſe the Lord !—Multitudes 
of filhes have periſhed on dry ground, and my- 
riads of land-inſeQs in the waters; and yet we, 
ſinful inſects before God, have neither been 
drowned in yeſterday's flood, nor buried in 
| theſe chaſms : Allelujah ! — God's tremendous 
ax has been. lified up: Some of yonder green 
trees have been ſtruck; and we, who are dry 
trees, we, cumberers of the ground, are graci- 
ouſly ſpared : Allelujah !— The houſes of Dathan 
and Abiram, with all that appertained unto them, 
deſcended into the pit of deſtruction; and we, 
who are loaded with mountains of fins, ſtand 
yet upon firm ground with all our friends : 
Allelujah ! —God, who might have commanded 
the earth to ſwallow up a thronged play- houſe, 
the royal exchange, a crowded - cathedral, the 
parliament-houſe, or the king's palace; has gra- 
ciouſly commanded an empty barn to ſink, and 
give us the alarm. Allelujah ! — He might have 
ordered ſuch a tract of land as this, to heave, 
move, and open in the center of our populous 
Cities, but mercy has inclined him to fix upon 
this ſolitary place: Allelujah!—He might bave 
ſuffered the road and the river to be overthrown, 


when 
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when curſing drivers paſſed with their horſes, and 
blaſpheming watermen with their barges ; but his 
compaſſion made him ſtrike the warning blow 
with all poſlib!c- tenderneſs. O that men would 
therefore praiſe the Lord for his goodneſs, and de- 
clare the wonders that he does for the children of 
men ] 
To excite our e let us obſerve, 

that if God had permitted the Severn, ſwelled as 
it is by the late flood, to be dammed up a little 
below; if Lincoln-hill had run upon Bental- 
edge, part of which lately fell into the river; 
if thoſe two high and ſteep hills, between which 
the Severn is ſo remarkably confined, had met 
by ſuch an accident as befell yonder grove 
yeſterday ; how dreadful might the conſequence 
have been | This county would have been ſub- 
merged, and the devaſtation might have affected 
all the weſtern part of the kingdom. But hap- 
pily for us, the river was ſtopt over-againſt that 
flat meadow, where it could work itſelf a new 
channel, without ſpreading ruin thro* an hundred 
villages; and waſhing away the ' harveſt of a 
thouſand fields. Thus, altho* deſtruction hath 
thruſi ſore at us, yet God was our help, and we 
have the greateſt. reaſon. to ſing with David: The 
right hand of the Lord hath the  pre-eminence, 
the right hand of the Lord bringeth mighty things 
to paſs; he hath chaſtened and corrücted us, but 
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he hath not dealt with us according to our fins, he 
hath not given us over unto death. 

And now, what ſhall we render unto God, 
for all theſe deliverances ; - and above all for 
preſervation from the horrors of the bottomleſs 
pit, and from the billows of the lake that burneth 
with fire and brimflone ? Shall we not lay aſide 
the cup of exceſs, to take that of thankſgiving ? 
Shall we not loudly bleſs the name of the Lord, 
wha thus redeemeth our life from deſtrudtion ? 
| Dathan and Abiram, while they ſunk into the 
deep, rent the heavens with a Hriet of horror; 
may we be ready to rend it with a /hout of 
wonder, while I endeavour more particularly 
to conſider and improve, in the third part cf 
this Diſcourſe, the new thing which the Lord 


hath done in the earth! 


III. I ſhould ſpeak out of character, if I 
expatiated upon the phenomenon before us, 
as a philoſopher, and not as a divine. My 
deſign is to benefit you, by ſtirring up your 
hearts to gratitude and repentance z z not to en- 
tertain you, by ſolving philoſophical problems, 
of propoſing a variety of conjectures. In point 
of moral improvement, what fi gnifies it whe- 
ther this deſolation was cauſed” by a a Jip or an 
earthquake, Ruin is ruin, whatever be the in- 
ſtrument of it. And a rod is a rod, whether it 
be cut from the lofty birch, or only torn from 
the low oſier. 9 If 
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If God permitted this iſland ſuddenly to ruſh 
into the ſea by a ſlip, or to be overturned into 
it by an earthquake ; where would be the dif- 
ference with reſpect to us? Did it matter to 
the drowning world, whether God had cauſed 
the deluge by breaking up the fountains of the 
great dezp; and opening the windows of heaven; 
or only by ſuſpending the attraction of the 
heavenly bodies, to raiſe an univerſal tide ? 
When the waves of the red-ſea returned upon 
Pharaoh and all his hoſt, what did it ſignify to 
that multitude of dying purſuers, whether the 
ſecond cauſe of their deſtruction was the weſt 
wind; or only the abating of the /rong eat 
wind, by which the Lord made the fea to go back 
all Nigbt? 

When God does a new thing in the earth, 
unwiſe philoſophers make it their buſineſs to 
exclude his divine agency, Our polite towns 
ſwarm with diſciples of Epicurus, who fancy 
that God ſitteth ſomewnere above the circle 
of the heavens, and has committed the govern- 
ment of the material world, to I know not 
what inferior Deity, that they call Nature. 
Nor do they probably know themſelves that 
Goddeſs, about whom they make ſo much ado. 
Should the moſt judicious of them ſay, that by 
Nature they underſtand the aſſemblage of thoſe 
ſtated laws, according to which our wiſe Creato: 


preſerves, and generally rules the material world; 
| reply 


= BS, 


1 reply : Can any thing then, be more irrational 
than the excluſion of God's immediate agency 
from the works of Nature? Who could help 
ſmiling at the ſimplicity of a man, who ſhould 
affirm, that the King's ſigning a death-warrant 
is not a royal act, merely becauſe he does it 
according to the law of his kingdom? And 
who can help wondring at the prejudice of 
thoſe, who ſuppoſe, that what God does ac- 
cording to the laws of his natural government, 
is not his own work? wy 

If we believe thoſe men, God made Aaron's 
dry rod to bloſſom once, but Nature makes all 
vegetables bloſſom every year. God appointed 
the peculiar death of Dathan and Abiram, but 
Nature fixes the exit of the reſt of mankind. 


How wild is the conceit! If God has fo little 


to do in the univerſe, and Nature ſo much, let 
us build temples to that powerful Goddeſs. To 
her let us pray for rain or fine weather, for 


health and length of days; and when we have 


aſked of God the pardon of our fins, let us ſay 
to Nature, Give us this day our daily bread, 

O ye injudicious philoſophers, [I had almoſt 
ſaid, ye baptiſed infidels, ] let the prophets teach 
you true wiſdom. They rationally maintain, 
that God is the fir cauſe of all things, except 
moral evil, Hear their own words: God clothes 
the graſs of the field — God ſendeth the ſprings 
into the rivers: HE bringeth forth graſs for the 

| cattle 
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cattle, and green herb for the ſervice of men. 
From the things creeping innumerable, which are 
in the great and wide ſea, to that Leviathan, 
whom God bath made to take his paſtime therein, 
all wait upon HIM, that HE may give them meat 
in due ſeaſon HE fecdeth the young ravens when 
they cry :—HE ſendeth forth his commandment upon 
earth: HE maketh ſummer and winter : HE giveth 
ſnow like wool; H ſcattereth his hoar frofl like 
aſhes ; He caſteth᷑ forth his ice like morſels; HE 
ſendeth out his word, and melteth them; HE cauſeth 
the wind to blow and the waters flow ; as for his 
judgments, the heathens [and God grant, none of us 
may verify the ſaying !] the HEATHENS have not 
known them. | 

But let us hear God himſelf ſpeaking i in Iſaiah. 
J am the Lord, and there is none elſe : there is 
no God beſides me. I [not nature] form the light 
and create darkneſs : I make peace and create evil. 
I create natural, to puniſh moral evil:] I the 
Lord do all theſe things. Iſa. xlv. 5, 7. Hence 
it is, that one of the prophets indirectly reproves 
atheiſtical naturaliſts, and ſays, Shall there be 
[natural] evil in a city, and the Lord hath not done 
it, to bring about ſome ſpiritual good? Amos 
iii, 6. Have the Birches been overthrown, and 
the Lord hath not done it? The Lord, is he not the 
God HERE, as well as in all the earth ? 

He is, he is: he ordered the other day the 


fall of the projecting part of the hill, which 
1 | you 


(61) 

you call Bental-edge, Above a year ago he com- 
manded an earthquake to alarm this part of the 
county, Some of you felt it in your beds, and 
others heard it in your pits. The ſhock reached 
Shrewſbury, and ſtruck conſternation into its 
gay inhabitants, one of whom loſt her ſenſes 
on the awful occaſion, Fooliſh virgins heard 
then the midnight cry, Behold! the bridegroom 
cometh! Careleſs ſinners felt the terrible alarm, 
| Behold | the judge is at the deer And ſtub- 
born. offenders thought, that divine vengeance 
purſued them in a chariot moving upon rumb- 
ling, thundering wheels, But omnipotence only 
threatened to give the blow, which it began to 
ſtrike here yeſterday. Mighty God ! if thou ſtrike 
again, ſtrike in mercy ; remembering that we ate 
but duſt : and help us ſo to conſider this blow, 
that we may all fly from the wrath to come, 

and take refuge in the name of Jeſus, where 
only we can be ſecure, | 

Our phenomenon has ſeveral parts. Each of 
them will afford us ſome important inſtruction. 

1. In the firſt place, Behold there how theſe 
words of my text, The Earth opened her mouth, 
have had an other awful accompliſhment. She 
horribly yawns in our ſight, and forms ſepulchres 
wide, long, and deep enough, not only to take 
in Dathan, Abiram, and their families, but to 
bury this immenſe congregation, Hundreds of 
you ſtand in one of them, and cover but an 


F n 
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inconfiderable part of its bottom. Glory be to 
God, for not ſuffering it to ſhut its mouth over 
you, as the enormous fiſh did, over the diſobe- 
dient prophet ! 
O ye earthly- minded, ſhall our mother Earth, | 
of which you are ſo fond, open her mouth, and 
ſhall you ſtand in her very jaws, without being 
able to underſtand her language? Here ſhe fell 
in labour yefterday. In her throes ſhe removed 
a road, a wood, a river; and was delivered of 
thoſe mounts, Her convulſions are over, . but 
the keeps a thouſand mouths open; and each 
of them ſpeaks to an attentive heart, and ſays, 
O Earth, Earth, Earth, hear your parent's word: 
I fland ready to receive you; but are you ready 
to return to me, and fink into the cold boſom 
whence you were taken ? But, ready or not 
ready, you nuſt come; and your putrid remains 
muſt be mingled with my ſordid duſt. 

Sinners, take the uncommon warning : pre- 
pare for diſſolution and judgment, Dathan and 
Abiram are not the only men, who, to alarm 
our fears and haſten our repentance, ' have de- 
ſcended alive into the grave. Did you never 
hear of Lima, the metropolis of Peru, which 
was totally buried by a dreadful earthquake? 
Have you never read diſma] accounts of Port- 
Royal, that rich trading town in Jamaica; and 
of Catana, that large flouriſhing city in Sicily, 


which have Mares the horrible fate of Lima? 
And 


ä 
And is not the dire overthrow of Liſbon, fil! 
' freſh in the memory of all Europe? 
If earthquakes are not terrible enough, to 
make us ſtand in awe before God; do you nat 
know, that to the tremouts of the earth, he can 
add deluges of fire? Has he not done it alicady ? 
Do not Moſes and St. Jude inform us, that 
Sodom and Gomorrab, Adma and Zeboim, ſuffered 
the wengeance of fire from heaven? And has 
not the world ſhuddered, in barely hearing of 
thoſe broad and deep rivers of liguid fire, 
which from time to time break out of burning 
mountains, carry villages before them, and after 
flowing ſeveral miles, cover large towns with 
fiery vengeance ? In our days the ruins of twa, 
Herculaneum and Pompeia, have been diſco- 
vered $ near mount Veſuvius, Nor is this an 
2 idle 
3 How ſoca is the remembrance of the moſt tremendous 
judgments, loſt in the place where they have been poured out ! 
What a ftriking proof is this, of our ſtupidity and bardneſs of 
heart ! The day after Dathan and Abiram had periſhed, the very 
people, who fled at their cry, repeated the commiſſion, of their 
crime. The people of Portici, [a delightful town built upon the 
ruins of Herculaneum, ]- had not the leaſt idea, that a city lay 
buried under their feet, A nobleman, who had a ſeat in thoſe 
parts, ordering a well to be ſunk, the workmen found the top of 
a building, which proved a theatre. Thus was Herculaneum | 
diſcovered, Pompeia does not lie ſo deep under the lava, The 
diſcovery of it was owing to à countryman's digging in his 
vineyard deeper than uſual to ſet a tree, and accidentally finding 
the capital of a pillar, If Italy had fo tctally forgotten thoſe 
devoted ſpots, how few years will draw the veil * oblivion over 
the deſolation cf the Birches. 
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idle tale, invented to frighten weak minds, I 
have walked myſelf, in the Streets of one of thoſe 
unhappy cities, which the king of Naples has 
partly brought to light, by removing part of 


the ſtratum of earth and aſhes, under which it 


lay buried: And I have reached the theatre 
[or play-houſe] of the other, by deſcending. 
many fathoms thro' a well, ſunk in a rocky 
cinder, that was once the fiery fluid, yy which 
the whole city was filled and covered. 

To paſt, we may add future events of this 
alarming nature: for, when they are clearly fore- 
told in ſcripture, they are as certain, as if they 
had already happened. Thus our Lord ſpeaks 
of earthquakes, that ſhall happen in divers places 
and St. John gives us the following deͤſcription 
of two, in his prophetic viſions: The ſame hour 
there was a great earthquake, ard the tenth part 
ef the city fell; and in the earthquake were ſlain 
even thouſand men; and the remnant were af- 
frighted, and gave glory to the God of heaven. 
Rev. xi. 13. Here we fee the deſign of ſuch 
direful Fhenomena ; namely, to frighten men out 
of their impiety ; and to make them give glory 


to the God of heaven, for his mercy, power, and 


juſtice, Again: A mighty angel took up a flone 


| dike a great millſtone, and caſi it into the ſea, 


fazing e Thus with violence, ſhall that great it; 
Babylon be thrown down, and ſhall be found nz 


mzre at all, Rev. xviii, 21. And thus, O thus 
| may 


18 
may our ſins [the Babylon within] be caſt this 
day, as the prophet exprefles it, into the depths of 
the ſea, into the ocean of God's mercy, and the 
ſtreams of the Redeemer's blood! So ſhall they 
be freund no more at all; and an uncommon or a' 
common grave, ſhall find us its willing and 
chearful prey. For whether we ſhall be buried 
alive, as Dathan, and many of the inhabitants 
of Liſbon; or dead, as the corpſe we laſt com- 
mitted to the earth; we muſt all return to duſt. 
If we are ready for that awful change, it will 
not matter, whether we are let down into a 
grave fix foot long, or into one as enormous as 
this chaſm ; nor yet will it ſignify, whether we 
are covered by a ſpadeful of mould, after a 
minifter has ſaid-over us, Earth t2 earth, aſhes to 
aſhes, duft to duft ; or whether divine Providence 
takes upon itſelf the miniſter's office, and com- 
mands a flip or an earthquake to do that of 
the ſexton, In either caſe we muſt W 
moulder away. 

Should we, on the contrary, be unprepared, 
unconverted ; our bodies muſt not only become 
the noiſome prey of corruption and worms, but 
our fouls muſt be that of inſulting fiends : for 
Tophet, the great fiery grave, is prepared of old; 
and thither the poor, curſing drunkard, tho' ever 
ſo meanly buried, follows the rich unchatitable 
glutton, in all his funeral pomp. so there- 
fore unto them, that draw iniquity with cords of 

vanity, and fin as it were with a cart rope: for 
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66 ) | 
Hell bas enlarged herſelf, and opened ber . mouth 


without meaſure : and their glory, and their multi- 
tude, and their pomp, and he that rejoiceth in 
wickedneſs, ſhall deſcend into it. Merciful Lord! 


keep us from fathoming the horrors of that 


bottomleſs chaſm, by the line of our own ex- 
perience | 

Impenitent ſinners, who Aand fearleſs on its 
brink, I tremble for you. What ſhall I ſay to 
move you to repentance ? And how ſhall I in- 
treat you to give up your fins f—By the mira- 
culous grave of Dathan; by the dying ſhriek 
of Abiram z by theſe tremendous chaſms ; by 
the common grave into which you may + ſud- 
denly drop; and above all, by the grave of Jeſus 
Chriſt; I beſeech you, loathe, caſt away, bury 
your iniquities: : ſo ſhall they not be your eter- 
nal ruin, and the end of theſe aſtoniſhing graves, 
ſhall be anſwered. Grant me this reaſonable 
requeſt ; or rather, grant it to God, who makes 


it by this amazing viſitation; and when the 
Earth 
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+ A woman 35 years of age, paſſing before a Jooking- 
glaſs the day after ſhe heard this ſermon, was ſurprized to 
ſee an unuſual paleneſs upon her face. She called her huſ- 
band, told him ſhe-was a dying woman, and actually died 
in a quarter of an hour. She heard me on the Friday, and 


I é buried her the Monday following, Another ' middle-aged 


perſon, that was alſo among my hearers, followed her to the 
grave the next day in the next pariſh, - How ſcon may we 
be called to give an account of what we ſpeak or hear, write 


or read 


(er ) 
Earth opens her mouth, as at this day, hear the 
voice of providence, and harden not your hearts. 
2. As our crimes are multiplied, ſo is our 
danger, and ſo are God's warnings. What is 
become of THE BARN, which ſtood by that 
houſe yeſterday ? Has it made itſelf wings to fly 
away, as riches frequently do? No: it moved 
without; and haſtening like you, ſinners, to- 
wards deſtruction, it did not ſtop, till it ſunk 
into the pit, where you ſee the remains of its 
cruſhed roof. So ſunk Dathan's houſe ! So ſhall 
one day, ſink the wicked and their cruel habi- 
tations! They will not know the day of their 
viſitation ; and e'er long their piace ſhall know 
them no more.. 

Come hither, ye that do not build the truer 
of your hopes upon the rock; ye that. ſcorning 
either the Redeemei's ineſtimable merits, or his: 
holy precepts, make the ſand of your phariſaic 
righteouſneſs, or of your antinomian faith, your 
looſe, foundation: ſo ſhall- your expectation of 
heaven periſh, if you perſiſt in your error, The 
ſure: word of prophecy has paſſed his lips: Every 
one that heareth theſe ſayings of mine, and does 
them not, ſhall be likened unto a fooliſh man, who 
built his houſe upon the ſand: And the rain de- 
| ſcended, and the floods came, and the winds bletu, 
and beat upon that houſe and it fell, and great 
was the fall of it. | 55 


Thus 
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Thus our Lord ended his ſermon on the 
mount, where he invites us to b2ho/d, how kindly 
our heavenly Father feeds the fowls of the air, 
which neither ſow, nor gather into barns, And 
as the wiſe man bids the /uggard go to the ant, 
for a pattern of diligence; [ am not above 
pointing you for an example of vigilance and 


ſpeedy eſcape, to ſome watchful fowls, which 


rooſted yeſterday in that building. At the firſt 
appearance of danger, they took the providen- 
tial hint, flew out, and were all preſerved. 
And ſhall you, carelefs ſinners, be Jeſs diligent 
about your eſcape out of this tranſitory world, 
than thoſe irrational creatures were, about theirs 
out of the tranſitory barn? The crowing of a 


cock rouſed a fallen Apoſtle : when he heard it, 
he toent out and wept bitterly + and ſhall not the 
timely flight of more than one fow!, make you 
pray with David, Oh that I had the wings of a 
dove | for thin would I flee away, and be at refl.— 


With the wings of prayer and faith I would 
flee to him, who ſays, Come unto me all that 
travel under a ſenſe of your danger, and I will 
give you rel, as well as ſafety: for God gave his 
only begotten Son, that whofoever believeth in him 
ſhould not periſh, but have everlaſting ti Ve, and 


everlaſting 29. 


I ſhould not do juſtice to this part of my 
ſubject, if I kept from you a juſt obſervation 


of the PT, who rents this ground. How 


uncer- 


„ 

uncertain, ſaid he yeſterday, is every thing be- 
low | and how eafily can God blaſt our beſt- 
concerted ſchemes! We hope to fecure our 
money' by withdrawing it from the fluCtuating 
ſtocks: we think to reſcue it from the dan- 
gers that accompany navigation, by laying it 
out on a landed eſtate: but now we ſee, that 
when God commands, a ſolid building can fink 
on the land, as eaſily as a leaky ſhip can foun- 
der at ſea. | 

O ye, that make it your grand buſineſs to 
add houſe to houſe, and field to field ; ye that 
ſa , like the rich farmer in the goſpel, /4y 
"barns are full : Soul, take thine eaſe, eat, drink, 
and be merry; own the truth of that obſerva- 
tion, If ye will not believe, that God can fay 
to each of you, Thou Fool; this night ſhall thy 
foul be required of thee ;- confeſs at leaſt, upon 
the fact of which you are now witneſſes, that 


he can ſay, Thou foel, to-morrow thy BARNS 


or houſes all be required of thee, And, upon 
ſuch a conſideration, begin to pay a proper re- 
gard to our Lord's command: Lay not up for 
yourſelves treaſures upon earthy where math and 
ruſt do corrupt ; where thieves break thro' and 
fleal ; where fire conſumes and water ſubmerges, 
and where earthquakes ſubvert and ſlips over- 
throw: but lay up for yourſelves treaſures in hea- 
ven, where all bleſſings are as permanent” as 
God himſelf, 35 
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3- Now the barn has diſappeared, conſider 
thoſe FIELDS: with hard labour and great ex- 
pence, they have been lately flocked and im- 
proved. That fallow was newly plowed ; but 
God's plow is come acroſs that of the huſ- 
bandman, See the difference of the furrows ! 
Here is one that looks like a valley! How 
ſoon could the Lord of the harveſt, plow up ell 
the earth with the ſame implement of deſtruc- 
tion! When theſe fields felt it [whatever it 
was] they heaved, they moved, they toſſed, 
they precipitated chiefly towards the ftream of 
yonder river, And yet, ſinners, when all the 
Curſes of God's broken law, are levelled at 
your corrupt hearts; and all the vials of his 
righteous wrath, are going to be burſt over 
your guilty heads, you do not fly to the ſtreams 
of the Redeemer's blood; you are inſenſible and 
motionleſs: nay, ſome ot; you heartily challenge 
the deſcending ſtorm; and to one cold prayer 
for ſalvation, you breathe perhaps ten fervent 
. wiſhes for eternal death, and endleſs torments ;- 
in a word for — DAMNATION, | 

Among the ſentences which open the ſer- 
vice of our church, we find this divine com- 
mand: Rent your heart, and not your garments; 
and turn unto the Lord your Ged, &c. But how 
few people obey it after hearing it a thouſand 
times, God yeſterday, for the fir/? time, com- 
manded theſe fields to rend the rocks in their 
- bowels ;- 


\ 
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bowels; to tear the green carpets that cover 
their ſurface; and to turn, ſome ſouth, others 
eaſt and weſt: and he was obeyed. Thus, the 
word of the Lord, which is perpetually ſlighted 
by the generality. of mankind, was inſtantly ſub- 
mitted to by the inanimate creation. O my 
fellow-ſinners, let us regard the word of his pa- 
tience; or that of his power, which yeſterday 
cut perpendicularly ſome of theſe rocks without 
any inſtrument, will cut us aſunder in the day 
of his wrath, and appoint our portion, where 
inſtead of muſick, there will be weeping, wail- 
ing, and gnaſhing of teeth, | 

When theſe fields fled, and tumbled one 
upon an other in their flight; carrying along 
with them the hedges that bind, and the ſtately 
oaks that crown them; did they not ſenfibly 
demonſtrate the truth of ſuch ſcriptures as theſe: 
The time is ſhort : it remains, that they who re, 


joice, be at tho they rejoiced not; and they that EM 45 ; 
buy, as the they poſſeſſed not; for the faſhim f 


this world paſſer away —— but the word of Goa 
abideth for euer. And yet, infatuated mortals, 
we deſpiſe that ſure foundation, and build our 
| happineſs upon earth, a deceitful baſis, that 
paſſes away as certainly, tho' not ſo ſwiftly, as 
the river. that flows in our fight, or the clouds 

that fly over our heads. ; 
But I miſtake —: yeſterday theſe folid fields 
flowed : as if they had been water; and, as they 
flowed, 


8 72 
flowed, they wafted thoſe trees and buſhes along, 


as viſibly as the current of the Severn carries 
down your barges and coracles ; and more. ſen- 


| fibly than the ſtream of time, carries into eter- 
nity the king upon the throne, and the beggar 
on the dunghill. ä 

All chings under the ſun are in a fluctuating 


condition; all move towards ruin or reſtoration 


in a future ſtate; but in general we take no 


notice of our critical and aw ful circumſtances. 


As miſchieyous inſects, buſy in fretting a bale 
of goods ſhipped for the other hemiſphere, reach 
the Indics before they are ſenſible that the ſhip 
has ſet ſail: ſo thouſands of buſy mortals, are 
landed on the eternal ſhore, before they have 
conſidered, that the earth is but the great ſhip, 
where the inhabitants of a whole kingdom, 
are wafted together into eternity. 

Love not the world, ſays St. John, neither the 
things that are in the world ; for the world paſſeth 


away, and the luſi thereof: but he that does the 


will of God abideth for ever, Now this paſſing 
away of | the world, is as great a myttery. 
to unbelievers, as the hoſt of guardian angels 
was to the frighted young man in Dothan, be- 
fore the Lord had opened his eyes, that he might ſee 


the mountain full of horſes and chariots of fire round 


about Eliſha, But as the prophet's ſervant was 
formerly favoured with a ſight of his maſter's 
cherubic guard : ſo were the people of that 

| houſe 
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houſe permitted yeſterday. to behold the world 
{literally] paſſing, with the things that are in the 
world, And theſe ſolid ruins teſtify that they did 
not ſee „ the idle fabric of a viſion, which 
leaves not a wreck behind; but an awful 


reality, which ſhould leave the moſt laſting im- 


preſſion upon all our hearts. Believers, if you 
did not ſee theſe fields and buildings in mo- 
tion, let your faith ſupply the want of that 
Light; and let this wreck add ſtrength to your faith. 

But need we walk by Faith, to ſee the tranſi- 
torineſs of the world, and of all that it con- 
tains ? Is not ſight ſufficient to give us the 
alarm? Look which way you pleaſe, and you 


ſee, that all things evidence the winged diſ- 


patch of the univerſe. Conſider heaven, and 
you behold planets contivioally moving ; ſun and 
moon riſing or ſetting; days and nights growing 
longer or ſhorter ; ſeaſons puſhing one another 
on; clouds formed, driven, and diſperſed ; winds 
riſing, hifling and falling; and the weather as 
unfixt as the gilded cock, that ſhows its va- 
'riations. — Look at the earth, and you diſco- 
ver a perpetual rotation of droughts and land- 
floods, froft and thaw, ſowing and reaping, ga- 
' thering and conſuming. Slow ages meaſure the 
duration of forefts, quicker years that of trees, 
rapid months that of leaves, weeks or days that 
of the inſccts which live upon them. And the 
mpenſous ſtream of time ſweeps days, weeks, 
; 2 months, 
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months, years, and ages away; as they them- 
ſelves do all that is limited to the circle of 
their duration. 


Read the biſſory of the world, and you will 
find it nothing but a narrative of the building, 
enlarging, and deſtruction of cities; the riſe, 
aggrandizing, and fall of empires, —Peruſe the 
weekly publications, and you will find them 
full of the changes and chances, which, like fo 


many billows, toſs the court and the exchange, 


the church and the ſlate. —Caft your eyes over 
that ſkeleton of parochial hiſtory, which we 


call a regiſter: A perpetual rotation of births, 


marriages, and burials, makes the whole of the 
dry performance. „ 
Elderly ſinner your name is perhaps in 


two pages already, and your envious competi- 
tor would not be ſorry to ſee it in the third. 


Your youth is gone, your beauty fades, your 
ſtrength decays, grey hairs fleal in upon your 
temples, and wrinkles mark you out in the 
forehead, as a prey almoſt ready for the grave. 
While all your friends tell one another, how 


faſt you break,” and “ how ſtrangely you are 


altered: will you never conſider it yourſelf ? 


Will you mind nothing but the fall of the 


market, and the changes in the miniſtry or in 


the faſhion ? Shall a greedy heir ſee your name 
written in the regiſter of burials, before it is 


written in the book of life? And when the world 
| paſles 


„ «or 
paſſes away; when all things around you are in 
motion; will you, to the laſt, be as he that lieth 
down in the midſt of the ſea, or as he that lieth upon 
the top of a maſt ? 

If you fay, that I carry matters too far, with 
ed to the zran/itorineſs of the world; and if 
you oppoſe to my reflections the /olidity of rocks 
and the ability of the earth: before all theſe wit- 
neſſes, I appeal to matter of fact, and aver, with - 
out fear of being contradicted, that yeſterday the 
rocks rent and ſhifted Here, as the ſails of a ſhip 
do in a violent ſtorm; while the earth ſtreamed 
like yonder river, and rolled about like the waves 
of the ſea, Up! then, for this is not your refl. 
If you will find a ſolid rock; ſeek the rock of ages, 
the Lord Jeſus Chriſt : if you will inhabit a per- 
manent city; ſet out for the new Teruſalem : 
and if you will dwell on a truly ſtable earth, 
look for and haſten unto the new heavens and the 
new earth, wherein dwelleth righteouſneſs, 


4. But has God laid his hand upon theſe 
fields only ? Has he not done @ new thing in the 
vegetable creation alſo? Have not thoſe ſtately 
TREES, has not that whole woo, [altho' faſten- 
ed to the earth by ligaments innumerable] moved 
as faſt, as if their roots had been the wheels of 
a flying chariot ? An other inſtance this, of the 
tranſitorineſs of the moſt ſteadfaſt ings in the 
world! 
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Some of thoſe itinerant oaks, that ſtand as 
wpright and gieen as ever, tho' they have been 
violently ſhaken, and carried into the midſt of the 
river, repreſent you, righteous men, whom the 
ſcriptures call trees of righteouſne/s, and compare to 
trees planted by the water fide, that bring forth their 
fruit in due ſeaſon, and whoſe leaf ſhall not wither. 
In the midſt of the moſt uncommon concul- 
tions, and dreadful alarms, like thoſe upright 
oaks, you may ſteadily lift up your heads to hea- 


ven; confeſſing that you are flrangers and pilgrims 


pon earth ; witneſſing that the chriſtian is well, 
wherever providence caſts his lot; and experien- 
cing that God delivers obedient {/rae! out of all 
his troubles. 

May not others of thoſe oaks, which bend 
forward, and hang down their lofty heads, repre- 


| ſent you, unconverted men, who bend under the 


weight of threeſcore years ſpent in iniquity ; and 
are juſt ready for a final overthrow ?—And may, 
we not alſo gather inſtruction, from thoſe that lie 
flat upon the ground, or acroſs the ſtream ; with 
their branches broken, and their roots turned up? 
May we not learn from them, how tranſgrefſors 
ſhall be rooted out of the carth ? Yes, ſinners, 
whoſe hearts, harder than oak, yield to no 


tender entreaty, no ſolemn warning, no awful 


threatning ; if you perliſt in your impenitency, 
a fit of ſickneſs, perhaps a terrible accident, will 


turn up your roots, Nor will your ſtrong con- 
8 ſtitutions, 
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ftitutions, and green ſtrength, avert the deſcend- 


ing ſtroke. You may as eaſily. be extirpated in 
the fpring of your days, as ſome of thoſe trees 
were in this fine month, and on the ſweet morn, 
that yeſterday dawned upon them. It b.hoves 
you then, to remember the ſaying of the wiſe 
man, Where the tree falls, there it lies, If you 
fall among the wicked, you muſt lie with them; 
not acroſs the gentle ſtream of the Severn, but 
acroſs the fiery ſtream of divine indignation, 


which will run againſt your ſtubborn ſpirits, as 


that river beats upon thoſe vanquiſhed oaks. 
In the mean time, you may flouriſh as the 
crab tree did, that was yeſterday in the oppoſite 
meadow, and is now battered in the middle of 
the river: You may even as much ſurpaſs your 
neighbours in honours, riches, and impiety, as 
thoſe fallen trees did the buſhes that grew under 
their ſhade : but, take care that your impious 
ſtatelineſe, be not the occaſion of your aggravated 
ruin. By raifing high and ſpreading wide the 
branches of your wickedneſs, you may draw the 
lightening of divine vengeance the ſooner ; as a 
lofty oak, that towered ſome years ago on that 
very ſpot. Hundreds in this congregation may 
remember, that it was even more ſuddenly blaſted 
by fire from the clouds, than ſome of yonder trees 
were overthrown by the heavings of the earth, or 
the onſets of the river. We were then ſpared 
as .we are now, and God by ſhattering to pieces 
G 3 | one 
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one of the talleſt oaks at the Birches, ſhewed what 
he could have done then, and what he will one 
day do, to the great men of the world, who life 
up their atheiſtical foreheads againſt heaven: 
yea, and to ycu too, abject ſinners, who are 
brambles, in point of human grandeur ; and yet, 
cedars in point of diabolical wickedneſs. 


5. But withdrawing our attention from the 
trees, let us fix it upon the RoaD. What a ſtrange 
alteration, what a dreadful overthrow is here ! 
Towards Madeley, it is blocked up by buſhes, 
hedges, and enormous clods, promiſcuouſly tum- 
bled upon the ruins of a bridge. Nearer us, it is 
forced up, ſhattered as the craggy ſides of a vol- 
cano, ſunk in, contracted, or inclining on one 
ſide : whilſt towards Buildwas, it has totally diſ- 
appeared ; having been carried away in ruinous 
heaps, to a conſiderable diſtance. 

And ſhall we reap no benefit from this new 
zhing, that the Lord has done in the earth ? Shall 
no body take this occaſion to deplore the pro- 
phaneneſs of the great, who bring a curſe upon 
roads by the pleaſure journeys, they take on the 
days of ſacred reſt, which they ſhould keep holy 
with their families in the houſe of God ? 
Shall no wellwiſher to our church and country, 
take this opportunity of lamenting the uncommon 
wickedneſs of wagonners, and drivers of horſes ? 
How often have our ears been ſtruck with their 

dire 


1 
dire imptecations; and our eyes with their ſavage 
unmercifulneſs, reeling drunkenneſs, or ſtupid 
inſolence? As I might aſk, Which of theſe ſub - 
| verted fields, has not been yearly polluted by the 
impious, uncharitable, or unchaſte actions or ex- 
preſſions of wanton reapers, or libidinous hay- 
makers: ſo I may enquire, Which of the over- 
thrown buſhes, that yeſterday formed the hedges 
of yonder ſubverted road, has not been witneſs to 
the flagrant wickedneſs of the men that travel it. 
Incredible as the aſſertion may appear, I car 


teſtify before God, that over againſt us is the. 


very place, where I met one of them committing 
a ſhameful, crime in the middle of the highway. 
1 bluſhed to ſee him: but, as great a ſtranger to 
faith, as the pack-horſes which went before; 
he did not bluſh before God and angels. Unclean 
wretch, if thou art hid in the ſkirts of this con- 
gregation; and if ſhame will give thee leave 
to look hack; ſee the ſpot, which theu haſt 
defiled. Behold.! it has heaved under the bur- 
den of that crime, which thou haſt probably re- 
peated. The holy God, who overthrew Sodom, 
has overthrown it, It hangs on one fide, and 
teſtifies, that if thou haſt not repented, thou art 
this moment hanging over the pit of deſtruction. 
Before thou falleſt in, hide thy bluſhing face in 
the duſt at Jeſu's feet: Fly with Mary. Magdalen, 
to the fountain opened for fin and uncleanneſs : Or, 
like filthy, leprous Naaman, waſh ſever times, 

yea 
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. 1 
yea ſeveniy times ſeven, in the Jordan of his 
precious blood. 

Go, ſinner, polluted as FEA art, 8 ent 
yet be made clean. Chriſt himſelf invites thee 
in the Goſpel. Come unto me, ſays he, let us 
reaſon together, and thy thy fins be red as crim- 
fon, or black as hell, they ſhall be made white as 
Jnow, ——— Ariſe, unchafte prodigal, go to thy 
merciful father by that compaſſionate mediator. 
He is the way—an highway to God—a ſure tho 
narreio way to heaven—a way ſo rait, that a 
traveller to Sion, tho' a fool, need not miſcarry 
—a royal way, that no forces of hell can obſtruct 
— a way everiafiing, that neither flips nor earth- 
quakes can overthrow— Only remember, that it 
is a clean way, and that if thou attempteſt to 
pollute it, by returning to thy ſins, as a dig 
to his vomit ; it will riſe like yonder road, and 
caſt thee off with an abhorence ſuitable to thy 
filthineſs, and the purity of him that caſt it up. 
Serve then the Lord in fear, and hiſs the ſon with 


holy reverence, Ieſt you periſh out of the way, * 
his wrath is kindled, yea but a little. | 


6. But let us look beyond the road, and 
conſider what new thing the Lord has done in 
that FIELD OF OATS, Yeſterday it promiſed 
perhaps as fine a crop, as any in the county : 

and to-day how ſtrangely is it worked by the 
deſtroyer's tool! How unexpectedly are the huſ- 
bandman's hope and labour cut off ! What decp 
cuts ! 


„ 

cuts! What wide gaſhes! How much wider and 
deeper ate many of them than common graves ! 
Can we fee them, and not thank God that we 
are not hewn in pieces before the Lord by the 
_ deſtroyer, as wicked Agag was by Samuel. 
God ſaid yeſterday, Sword go ihre that field; 

and that overthrow inſtantly enſued. If he faid 
now, Sword! go thro' that congregation : how 
fwiftly would the meſſenger of his vengeance 
go forth ! how ſoon ſhould we all be like Sen- 
nacherib's army, dead corpſes on theſe ruins ! 
and Oh! how many ſhould be damned ſouls in 
hell! Alas! as many as are fly lovers of this 
world, like lying Ananias ; as many as have 
ſcorned to make their robes white in the blood of 
the lamb, like the proud phariſee; as many as 
are faſt afſeep in their ſins, like the fooliſh 


virgins; and utterly unprepared for death, n_ 
the rich glutton. 


7. But what appears ſtill more extraordi- 
nary, than the mangling of. this field, is the 
ſudden ſinking of the eminences, and riſe of the 
| hollows that were in it: in a word, it is the 
formation of thoſe MoUNTs, Tell us, ye that pre- 
fer the name of philoſopher to that of chriſtian, 
what mighty ſpur pricked that dull field, when 
it thus reared up. If royal power had pent 
under it an herd of elephants, could they have 
heaved together as moles, to form that ſhat- 
tered mount? O confeſs your ignorance ; ; and, 

I while 
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While you try to find out the myſteries of the 
natural world, be no longer aſhamed publickly 
to confeſs the God of nature, and humbly to 
adore the God of grace, 


David tells you who is the author of that 
phenomenon, where he ſays: Behold the works OF . 


THE LORD ; what deſolation HE has made in the 

earth, to ani or warn its ſinful inhabitants, 

The God, that formerly ſhook mount Sinai, 

and continues to raiſe mount Veſuvius, F has 
formed theſe eminences to confound your un- 
ſanctified wiſdom; and alarm your godly fears. 
Oh! may a ſalutary dread of this almighty 

God, be in you the beginning of true wiſdom ! 

May you be found reſtored to his favour and : 
image, when he ſhall fulfil this awful prophecy |! * 
Yet once more 1 ſhake, not the earth only, but alſo 
heaven : which ſignifies the removing of thoſe things 

that are ſhaken, as of things that are made ; that 

thoſe things, which cannot be ſhaken, may remain. 

Heb. xii. 26. 

In that awful day, foretold by St. Peter, and 
mentianed by Ovid, qt when the viſible hea- 


vens 4 
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+ It is not * that the Veſuvius was once a plain, 
or an inconſiderable eminence, and that the rocks, aſhes, lava, 
Kc. that make the bulk of it, have been vomited out of the 
mouth of the volcano, which grows higher and wider, by the 
additional matter, that comes out of it at every new eruption. 

t Eſſe quoque in fatis rerainiſcitur affore tempus, 
Quo niare, quo tellus, correptaque regia cli 


Ardeat, & mundi moles oporoſa laboret. 
Ovid Metam, lib, i, line 256, 
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vens and this accurſed earth, which are reſerved 
unto fire, ſhall melt with fervent heat; where 
will you hide your guilty- diſtracted heads, if 
ye perſiſt to ſlight your Saviour, and to repre- 
ſent the love of God and man as rank enthu- 
ſiaſm? Will you cry to ſuch a valley as this 
chaſm, to receive you: or will you call on 
ſuch an hill as that mount, to cover you! Are 
ye Gods inſtantly. to fink the one, or raiſe. the 
other? O! how /hall you eſcape, if you negleft 
ſuch great ſalvation, as is offered you in the 
goſpel l or rather, ſeeing you have no chance 
of eſcape, turn ye, turn ye: fer why will ye die, 
O houſe of Ißrael? 

8. But, leaving the newly deni mounts, 
through heaps of ruins go to the ancient bank 
of the Severn. You come to it, and ſhe is gone. 
You are in the middle of her old bed, nay you 
croſs it, before you ſuſpect that you have reached 
her ſhore: You ftand in the deepeſt part of her 
channel, and yet you are in a wood :* Large 
oaks - ſpread their branches, where bargemen 
unfurled their ſails: You walk to-day on ſolid 
ground, where fiſhes yeſterday ſwam in twenty 
feet of water. A rock, that formed the bottom of 
the river, has mounted up as a cork, and gained 
a dry place on the bank, while a travelling grove 
has planted itſelf in the waters, and a fugitive 
river has invaded dry land. —Other inſtances theſe 
of the inſtability of all below! — New prodigies 
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hear the roar of a turning river, will ye not be 


converted? When its ſenſeleſs ſtreams flow back 


without wind or tide, will ye not conſider ? When 
its rocky bottom mounts towards heaven, will ye 


not lift up your hearts? And when a whole grove 


marches to obſtruct the navigation that maintains 


you, will you remain rooted in your fins ? 


Forbid it, gracious Redeemer ! Look upon us 
in mercy, and ſuffer us not to do deſpite to the 


ſpirit of grace, in ſight of ſo many prodigies. 
Let them rather bring to our remembrance, 


the profuſion of thy unnatural ſweat in Geth- 
ſemane, and the ſtreams of thy precious blood on 
Calvary, Let them remind us of the tearing of 


thy ſacred body, the breaking of the rocks around 


thy croſs, the rending of the veil in the temple ; 
and the double earthquake, that added terror to 
thy death, and triumph to thy reſurrection. 


9. If our Lord taught his diſciples by com- 
pariſons and parables, taken from natural things 
and daily occurrences, I hope I ſhall not be 
deemed a flighty, enthuſiaſtical preacher, for 
concluding this head of my diſcourſe, by graft- 
ing one or two more moral or ſpiritual obſer- 
vations, upon the branches of our phenomenon. 


(1.) So long as we fight againſt God by our 
fins ; the multiplied curſes, which this world 
2roans under, will paint out, and begin to pu- 


aiſh our crimes, Hiſſing currents of air, and 
5 a forked 


„7 
forked ſtreams of fire, together with conflict- 
ing thundering clouds, have frequently ſpread 

- terror over every part of the earth : But yeſter- 
day God changed the ſcene in this place, and 

ſcourged us by the diſſention of the gtoſſet ele- 
ments, Streaming lands and burſting rocks, mili- 
tating with an impetuous overflowing river, were 
commanded to ſhew us the dreadful effects of 
ſin, We contend one with another in ridiculous 
quarrels, or unjult law-ſuits ; and God, to frigh- 
ten us into harmony, bids the jarring elements 
give one another battle in our fight, and make 
us feel the fatal conſcquence' of diſcord. Let 
not this dreadful, tho' indirect reproof, be given 
you in vain, ye, whoſe quarrelſome diſpoſition is 
your neighbourhood's nuiſance, In theſe fields, 
which yeſterday cruſhed each other, or tore 
themſelves, but now are peaceful and tianquil, 
for the mild Jeſu's ſake drop all your animo- 
ſities ; be ready to fall upon the neck of your 
offending or offended neighbour ; nor let it be 
faid, that contentions are ſooner over in the 
natural, than in the moral world. 

(2.) My laſt obſervation is intended for you, 
who believe in the ſon of God, and love one ano- 
ther, — When that river had obeyed the God 
of nature, in quitting her bed and flowing back 
to her ſource ; ſhe ſoon received orders to pur» 
ſue her journey, Tho' her bed was loſt, and- 
her way obſtructed, ſhe ſubmitted ; and with 
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incredible violence tore all before her, till ſhe 
found a free paſſage again. 

So ſhould you, Believers, be ever ready to 
fulfil the divine commands, If the Severn, at 
a moment's warning, left the deep, favourite 
part of her bed ; ſhould you not be ready to 
leave your houſes, your eſtates, and this world 
itſelf, for Chrift's fake and the goſpel, whenever 
God calls you to that important act of ſelf- 
denial? And ſhould you not, thro' all difficul- 
ties and obſtacles, run with patience the race 
that is ſet before you ; looking unto Jeſus, and 
tending as inceſſantly towards the new Jeruſa- 
lem and heaven, as the Severn does towards 
Briſtol and the ſea ? 

If your ſpiritual adveiſaries triumph, if this 
is a day of rebuke and blaſphemy ; nay, if it is 
the hour and the petver of darkneſs ; yet deſpair 
not: You are ſtill in the freld ; the day is not 
loſt, Strengthen yourſelves in the Lo d. Once 
more graſp the ſhield of faith; and in the 
name of him, who waded forty days and foity 
nights thro' floods of horrid temptations in the 
wilderneſs, who ſweated blood in an agony of 
prayer in Gethſemane, who paſſed thro' a 
dreadful deſertion upon the croſs, and [not- 
withſtanding all] cried at laſt with a loud voice, 
It is finiſhed, J have won the day — in his name, 
I ſay, attack your enemy with recruited cou- 


rage, and the Lord will enable you to break 
throꝰ 


68990) 

| thro! all, and enter in triumph into the hea- 
venly Canaan. Thus ſhall you be like that 
river, which yeſterday was worſted, and for a 
while retreated before thoſe embattled oaks ; but 


. to-day flows triumphant in a wider channel, 


and bears down all that oppoſes its courſe. 


IV. We have ſeen what now thing the Lord 


did formerly, to puniſh ſtubborn offenders; and 
what he did yeſterday, to alarm this flagitious 
part of the country, Permit me now to cloſe 
this diſcourſe by ſome addreſſes, ſuited to your 


various ſtates, and to this preſent occaſion, 


1, UNCONVERTED SINNERS, your danger is 


moſt eminent, and therefore I addreſs you firſt, 
You ſtand in ſlippery places, The ſtream of your 
iniquities has long undermined the foundation 

of your hopes, Hills of guilt, and mountains 


of vengeance, wait only for the beck of the 
Lord, to cruſh your impure bodies into the 


grave, and preſs your polluted ſouls down to 
the nethermoſt hell. Were the eyes of your 
underſtanding open, you would ſee yourſelves 
as near the brink of eternal miſcry, as you are 


the margin of this chaſm, But alas! inflead 


of ſecuring yourlelves by a penitential flight 
from ſin, and a believing recourſe to Chrilt, 
you are eaſy; you ſleep; you dream of heaven. 
And if at any time your conſciences are dil- 
an inſtead of ſhaking yourſelves like Samp- 

H 3 ſon, 


(0-3 
fon, you go to ſleep again; after calling the 
faithful watchmen of Iſrael, enthuſiaſtical dif- 
turbers of your peace, | 
Oh ! may this phenomenon, ſeconded by the 
Redeemer's grace, do what neither ſermons nor 


ſickneſſes, neither public nor private viſitations, 


have yet effectually done]! May your conſciences 
awake, and ſleep no more! May each of you 
take the alarm, and cry out as the trembling jai- 
ler : Mhat muſt JI do to be ſaved? 

If this is your important queſtion, I anſwer : 
Be all as intent upon forſaking your fins, as 
Lot was upon running out of Sodom, when the 
dreadful artillery of heaven began to play upon 
it; and when a thouſand flaſhes of lightning, 
ſhewed him his way to the mountain. — Go all 
to Chriſt by prayer, with as much haſte as Noah 
went into the ark, when the lowring ſky was 
juſt going to diſſolve in ceaſeleſs ſhowers over the 
condemned world, Leave your ſinful compa- 
nions, with as much. precipitation, as the Ifrae- 
lites left the infatuated Egyptians, groaning under 
the ſtrokes of the deſtroyer's ſword. —And be as 


ready to run from your places of ſinful diverſions, 
as the frighted rebels were to ſtart from the place, 


where ſcreaming Dathan was ſwallowed up alive. 
Nay, let your hurry, if it is poſſible, be a 


thouſand times greater. Is not damnation more 
dreadful than an untimely grave? And the bot- 
tomleſs pit, ten thouſand times more terrible than 
theſe chaſms ? O 
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O careleſs Sinners, had you ſeen the diligence; 


with which thoſe frighted families made yeſter- 
day their eſcape; you could gueſs at the trem- 


bling haſte, with which you ſhould now make 


yours, out of an infinitely greater danger. And 
had you beheld them, when they gladly forſook. 
all their property to ſave their lives; you could 
form. ſome juſt ideas of the meaning of our. 
Lord's prophetic warning, Luke xxi, and Mat. 

xxiv, There ſhall be great earthquakes, and diſtreſs of 


nations, with perplexity ; men's hearts failing them- 
for fear, and for looking after thoſe. things, which- 


are coming on the earth. — Then, let him that is on 


the houſe. top, not come dewn to take any thing out of 
his houſe neither let him that is in the field, return 
back to take his cloaths, Follow the important: 
advice, Sinners: In theſe deſolated fields, begin 
to provide for the ſafety of your ſouls: and 


inſtead of returning back to the vanities of this 
wicked world; watch and pray airways, that you 
may be accounted worthy to eſcape what ſhall come to 


paſs * and to fland before the Son of Man, 


The merciful Lord, that warned the old world: 


by Noah, Lot by the angels, and thoſe families 
by the man, who firſt ſaw this defolation, warns 
you now by me. Nay, he warned you yeſterday. 
by him. A Jonah was graciouſly ſpared to preach 
to us. When warm gratitude looſed his tongue, 


did not many of you hear him ſay? „ Oh! if. 


ee the world had ſeen what I ſaw this morning, 
they 
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ce they would have been frighten'd out of their 
& fins, Surely it was enough to break the hardeſt 


% heart; and make an heart of ſtone to bleed — 


What a mercy was it, that we fled the right 
„ way. If we had run acroſs thoſe overthrown 


„ fields, we ſhould all have been loſt, &c.“ 


O do as he did: Eſcape for your lives, Stay 


not in all the piain of Sodom.— Flee to the moun- 


tain—to Calvary—to the friend of ſinners— to a 
dying Jeſus. —Flee from the deceits of the world, 


the fleſh, the devil, and your own evil hearts. — 


Flee © the right way,” —By penitential faith flee 
upward, heavenward, If you go to the world for 
comfort, you will be ten thouſand times more 
dreadfully diſappointed, than the people of that 
houſe would have been, had they fled for ſhelter 


into the mouths of the opening earth, 


But this is not all, flee now. Now is the day 
of eſcape, and ſalvation, To-morrow may be 
that of vengeance, and final ruin. And, as you 


flee, look not behind you. Remember Lot's wife and 
the Iſraelites, who periſhed ; the one for looking 
back towards Sodom; and the others for going 
back in their hearts towards Egypt. Above all, 
be not a/hamed to run from the bottomleſs pit ; 
nor bluſh to ſecure a crown of glory. 

And now, you have ſeen the mouth of the 
earth opened, and the rocks rent, imitate the re- 
pentance of our Lord's murderers, who, when 
they had ſeen the rocks of Calyary rent by an 

earthquake, 


o 
* 


| 
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earthquake, ſmote upon their breaſls, and returned, 


But, to that penitential geſture, add the contrite 


publican's prayer, God be merciful to me, a ſinner. 


And may the merciful God, who ju/tifies the un- 
godly that repent of their ungodlineſs, and believe 


in Jeſus; and who permitted the publican to go 


down to his houſe juſlified, grant you to return 
home juſtified from all your crimes, and earneſtly 
praying, that the re/t of your life hereafter, may be 
pure and holy; ſo. that at the laſi you may come to his 
eternal joy, thro' Feſus Chrifl our Lord | 


2. A word to you, who will neither fly your- 
ſelves into the city of refuge, nor ſuffer others to 
make their eſcape out of ©* the city of deſtrue- 
tion.“ If yeſterday you had met with the people 
of that houſe, running towards yonder wood, 
with their childien in their arms; if you had 
curſed them for fools, that were frighted at no- 


thing; and if by ſuch means you had prevailed 


upon them to go back, and run into the jaws 
of theſe opening and cloſing graves; you would 
have been juſt as kind to their bodies, as you are 
to the ſouls of your friends, who begin to run out 


of their ſins, and conſequently out of the jaws | 


of hell and deſtruction, 

Ye laugh at them; ye perhaps 0 them 
for methodiſtical fools; and * wonder why they 
make ſo much ado:” When they tell you in 


ſcripture language, that they fly from the wrath ta 
con e, 
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come, and run for a crown of life ; far from hearing 
reaſon, to cruel mockings ye add cutting detraction. 
Ye, that ſtand infatuated: on the brink of eternal 
ruin, preſume to call them fool, becauſe they are 
not ſo foolhardy as yourſelves, Ye, that ſpend 
the awful, critical, important, irretrievable mo- 
ment allotted you to make your eſcape, in paſſing 
idle jeſts, in catching the butterfly of honour, or 
in graſping the bubble of pleaſure, —Ye not only 
pretend to be wiſe z but ſetting yourſelves up as 
judges of others, from the ſcorner's chair ye paſs 
ſentence of madneſs, on all that ſhow yet ſome 


reſpect for common ſenſe, ſcripture, and matter 


of fact, Was ever any thing more abſurd ? And 
if Folly has a throne, is it not fixt in your own 


hearts? O that with the prodigal ſon, you came 


at lait fo your/elves ! O that you were wiſe, and 
wderſlood in time, what dreadful injury ſuch con- 
duct does your friends, your ſaviour,and your ſouls! 
3. A word to you alfo, who affect to paſs 
for free-thinkers, tho' probably you never allowed 


yourſelves one day freely: to think on your latter 


end, or one hour candidly to weigh the evidences 
af chriſtianity, You pretend that you “ cannot 


believe the bible, becauſe it mentions ſo many 


uncommon and incredible events.” But Jet me 
encounter you upon this ſpot, and your argument 
will poſſibly be overthrown as theſe fields; and 
the idleneſs of your objection, brought to light as 
the ſhattered bottom of that river. Ir 


18 
Tf I had told you yeſterday, that you would 


walk acroſs the bed of the Severn in the deepeſt 
place to-day, without ſo much as wetting your 


feet; with ſupercilious pity in your looks, would 
you not have ſaid: We philoſophers, in this 


_ enlightened age, cannot ſo eaſily be the dupes of 


prieſtcraft, I would as ſoon believe, that Moſes 


made the Iſraelites croſs an arm of the red ſea 


dry ſhad ? 


If one had intimated to you, that the tree, 


which flouriſhed yeſterday in the meadow on the 
other ſide of the river, would, like the ſycamore 


mentioned by our Lord, be planted to-day in 


the middle of the river, without the touch of an 


human band : that a multitude of ſpectators 
would ſtand in the deepeſt part of the Severn's 


channel, and be ſhaded there by ſtately oaks, 


ſuddenly tranſplanted by an inviſible power; — 
that fields and hedges, a building and a road, 
would travel of their own accord :—and that the 


hollows of yonder field would riſe into mounts, 
and the mounts fink into bollows ; would you 


not have ſaid: This is only a repetition of the 


abſurd tale, about Joſhua croſſing Jordan when 


it overflowed its banks, without the help of ei- 
ther bridge or boat: This is the wild ſtory of 
David about mount Sinai ſkipping like a Ram, and 
little hills lite young ſheep © 

If one had aſſured you, that providence would 


make bare her arm, and that you would find 
fiſhes 


. 
fiſhes ſuddenly left dry in overflowed lands, and 
barges overſet for want of water in the channel 
of a deep river, at a time when prophane water- 
men had juſt horribly curſed its uncommon flood: 
would you not have replied, I will as ſoon be- 
lieve that the Nile was turned into blood by a2 
touch of Moſes's rod, or that a ſtormy ſea was 
ſuddenly calmed by a word of Jeſus Chriſt ? | 
If one had informed you, that the rocky bot- 
tom of the Severn, in a place where it was near 
twenty feet deep, would inſtantly ſpring up, and 
riſe many feet above the ſurface of the water ; 
and that a great river, without wind or tide, 
would flow back towards her ſource : would you 
not have anſwered: We do not live in the time 
of miracles: The old women who believe, that 
the fun forgat his going down in the days of 
Joſhua, that iron ſwam in the days of Eliſha, and 
that an aſs ſpoke in the days of Balaam, may be- 
lieve ſuch abſurdities ? 
If one had declared to you, that wicked water- 
men, and prophane drivers of horſes, could pro- 
yoke God ſuddenly to dam up their river, over- 
throw their road, and put a temporary ſtop, both 
to their navigation and travelling ; would you 
not have ſaid with a ſhrewd ſmile : I will believe 
the bible if God does ſuch a thing? — Well then, 
believe it, for the Lord has done it, The fact 
is indubitable ; and if you will not believe me, 


believe your own eyes, believe thouſands of wit- 
neſſes. In 


4 7 | 

In ſome hundred years [if this Sodom is ſuffer- 
ed to ſubliſt ſo long] when all theſe apertures ſhall 
| have been waſhed by rains and floods, or trodden 
in by the feet of man and beaſt ; and when the 
plow ſhall have levelled theſe heaps of ruins into 
fields crowned with a waving harveſt ; poſterity 
will find it almoſt as hard to credit what you 
now fee, as you do to believe what the Iſraelites 
formerly ſaw : and ſome future diſbelievers will 
probably wonder at your ſuppoſed credulity, juſt 
as you do at our believing the wonders recorded 
in the Bible. - 

Oh ! that reaſon and experience might make 
you aſhamed of your unbelief !—Oh ! that human 
and divine teſtimony, arguments and fads, ſpiri- 
tual and ſenſible demonſtrations, which meet to- 
day before you, might turn the ſtream of your 
infidelity, as the Lord turned yeſterday the courſe 
of that turbid river! — Oh!] that you would bow 
to the God of your fathers, the Creator, Redee- 
mer, and Comforter of returning ſinners! Trees 
have danced, fields have run, mounts have ſkip- 
ped, and the flood have clapped their hands before 
the Lord: God bas anſwered you by water and 
_ earth ; Oh that you would ſhout with the per- 
plexed Iſraelites, when God anſwered ihem by fire / 
“ The Lord, he is the God! The Lord, he is the 
God Oh that you might cry out in a tran- 
ſport of faith, as unbelieving Thomas, when he 
hade ſeen the ſcars in the hands and fide of his 

riſen Saviour, iy Lord and my Gd, 
N I . "Thos 


10 
Thoſe ezrthen pyramids, which the inviſible 
hand of providence has ſuddenly cut out cf the 
boſom of the earth, will foon diſappear ; thoſe 
diſparted rocks, which are now ſuch ſtriking in- 


ſtances of God's power, will one day decay; but 


if on this awful occaſion, you turn from your 
unbelief to your Saviour, and continue in the faith, 
you will be laſting monuments of his reſtoring 
grace, and eternal objects of the joy, with which 
he welcomes returning prodigals to the open 
arms of his mercy, and penitent infidels to the 


unſearchable treaſures of his love, 


4. And ye, that are awakened to a ſight of 


your ſpiritual danger, and behold around you the 
blind leading the blind into the pit of deſtruction; 


ſuffer alſo the word of exhartation, Imitate the 


warning love of the illiterate man of that houſe, 
ho gave his family the alarm, and excited them, 
by his words and example, to fly from impending 


ruin. Rouſe your relations, your friends, your 


neighbours, your very enemies, as they can bear 
it. Tell them in the language of St. Peter, that 
the heavens and the earth, which are now, are kept 


in flare, reſerved unto fire again/t the day of judg- 


ment, and perdition of ungodly mgn. Declare to 


them, that God is long-ſuffering to us-ward, not 


willing that any ſhould periſh, but that all ſhould come 
#0 repentance.: And yet afſure them, that the day 
F the Lord will certainly come, and that it'wil/ 


teme as unexpected by moſt, as a thief in the 


night ; 5 


W 


n 
night; and as ſuddenly to all, as this deſolation 
came yeſterday morning. Then ſhall all that is 
under the curſe paſs away; and Oh! with what 
noiſe? If the removal of ſome actes of land and 
a river, was yeſterday ſo dreadſul; how incon- 
ceivably terrible will be the paſſing away of all the 
plains and mountains, all the iſlands and conti- 
nents, all the rivers and ſeas in the univerſe ! 
Lord, give us the helmet of ſalvation, before the 
coming of that great and terrible day J 

In the mean time, whoſoever thou art that 
feareſt God, I addreſs thee in the Janguage of the 
angels to Lot: Haft thou here any beſides thyſelf, 
ſon-in-law, and thy ſons, and thy daughters? Bring 

them out of this immenſe Sodom, this wicked world; 
Say to them: Up Ge ye out of this place, this 
vale of fin, tears, and miſery ; for the Lord will 
agſtroy it and have your converſation in heaven, 
whence Feſus Chriſt Mall be revealed with ten thou- 
ſand of his angels in flaming fire, taking vengeance 
on them that know not God; who ſhall be puniſhed 
with everlaſting deſlrudtion from the preſence of the 
Lord, and from the glory of his power, And if-thou 
feem to them as one that macks ; or if they ſay of 
thee, as the phariſees did of our Lord, He has a 
devil, and is mad ; why hear ye him? Yet do not 
give them up. Conſider that Charity hopeth all 
things, Mourn for them in ſecret places. And re- 
member, that many, who had ſtood proof againſt 
the moſt rational exhortations, have at laſt beer- 

1 2 ſweetly: 
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perſevering prayer. 


5. But ye want perhaps ſome encouragement 
yourſelves, ye that tremble at God's word, and 
at this deſolation. Ye ſee by this ſample, what 
terrible deſtruction will one day come upon all 
the earth; and ye deſire to meet the general 
overthrow, not only with calm reſignation, but 


with triumphant joy. In order to this, give me 


leave once more to point you f the hills whence 
ur ſalvation comes; ta the blood of ſprinkiing, that 
Speaks beiter things than the blood of Abel; and ts 
Jeſus, the once crucified, but pow for ever ex- 
alted mediator of the new covenant. | 
By the importunate actings of a peniten:ial 
faith in his blood, and by en heart fel: depen- 
dance upon his infinite merits, flee to his media- 
torial protetion, as the man- ſlayer, purſued by the 


. nuvenger of blood, fl.d to the city of refuge, And if 


the burden of your fins, increaſed by the ſenſe of 
your natural impotence, tenders your hearts fo 
heavy, that you cannot lift them up to heaven; 


do as a lame child, who eſcaped yeſterday out of 


this overthrow, Seeing all, who were in the 
houſe, ready to run out of it for their lives; and 
conſcious that he could not fave himſelf by a ſp edy 
flight, he cried out, + And what ſhall J do, 
father?“ Imitate him, poor ſinners, who are ſpi- 
ritually maimed, halt, blind, and full of putrefying 


feres : Cry to the Saviour of the loſt, 6 And what 
{} all 


ſweetly overcome by the power of humble, warm, | 


1 
ſhall we do, Lord? Without thee we can do no- 
thing: Save us, O Lamb of God, or we periſh.” 
And Oh! may the countryman's pity for 
the lame child, be an emblem to you of the 
Redeemer's compaſſion for every diſtreſſed ſoul, 
that looks to him for help! «© I will carry thee, - 
my child,” anſwered the father with yearning 
bowels, as be took him up in his arms to run out 
of the houſe, —And fo will Chriſt : Hear his own 
| gracious words: Can a woman forget her ſucking 
child, that ſhe ſhould not have compaſſion on the ſon 
E her womb ? Yea ſhe may forget, yet will I not for- 
get thee.—The mountains ſhall depart, and the hills be 
removed, but my kindneſs ſhall not depart from thee, 
— My ſayeft thou then, O worm Jacob, My way ts 
hid from the Lord? Haſl thou not heard, that the 
everlaſting God ſuinteth not. He giveth power to the 
weak, and ie them that have no might he encreaſeth 
firength, Even youths ſhall be weary. But they that 
wait upon the Lord ſhall renew their firengtb. 

Only beware of making your profeſſion of de- 
pendance upon the Lord, an occaſion of indu'g- 
ing ſpiritual ſloth. Inſtead cf ſaying, like Solo- 
mon's fuggard, Vet a little ſleep, a little flumber, 
a liitle folding of the hands to ſleep, do as the lame 
child did, when he was carried acroſs yonder 
field. Having then an opportunity of ſeeing over 
his father's ſhoulder, what paſſed around him, 
far from compoling himſelf to ſleep, he earneſtly 
cried out, Run father, run; for the barn, trees, 
and hedges go fafter than we.” 


Run 


the patient man: but ye may ſay with him: 


| 6 
Kun allo, penitent ſinners, run ths race of obe- 
dience that is ſet before you — Run the circle of 
all the good works prepared for you to walk in — 
Run, hoking anto Jeſus, the author and finiſher of 
eur faith : and as you run, pray in the language 
of the Spouſe, Draw us more and more, Lord, 
and we will run faſter and faſter after thee, Nor 
be ſatisfied with running to-day : While you are 
in this world go to the Father by Chriſt: Be- 
lieve, obey, and tale up your croſs daily : A life 
of holineſs is the race, and heaven is the prize, 
Do not draw back unto perdition. — So run that 
you may obtain. — Endure unto the end of the race, 
and you hall be eternally ſaved, 


6. And ſhall J forget to congratulate you on 


| this occaſion, ye happy believers, whoſe hearts 
are ſprinkled with the blood of the true paſchal 


Lamb; and whoſe faith upfeigned works by obe- 
dient Jove? No: I muſt remind you of your in- 
eſtimable priviledges. It is your prerogative to 
glorify Ged in the fires, and ſhout his power on 
theſe ruins, Our Lord himſelf gives you leave to- 


triumph, not only when the powers of the EARTH, 


but thoſe of HEAVEN hall be ſhaken, When theſe 
things, ſays he, begin to come to 'paſs, then look 
up, and lift up your heads: for your redemption 
draweth nigh, | 

The deſtroyer may be ſuffered to tempt and 
afflict you, as ſeverely and as long as he did 


Thy 


| t Oy ) 

7 God lay us jet will we truſt in him, — You 

ſerve an almighty protector. Becauſe ye have ſet your 

love upon the Lord, therefere will he deliver you from 

the noiſom peſtilence; he ſhall defend you under his 

| wings ; his faithfulneſs and truth ſhall bs your ſhield 
4 and buckler. Ye ſhall not be afraid for any terror by 
1 night, nor for the ſictneſs, or earthquake, that de- 
faroyeth in the noon day. A thouſand ſhall fall beſide 

you, and ten thouſand at your right hand, but it ſhall 

not come nigh you, to overthrow your ſouls, or to 
deſtroy your peace. Yea, with your eyes ſhall 3e 

behold, and ſee the reward of the ungodly, 5 

+ So long as ye hear your ſbepherd's voice, and fol- 

loro his ſteps, he numbers you among bis ſheep, 

b and none ſball pluck you out of his hand, Mh, or 


what ſhall harm you, if you are followers of that 
which is good? Were thoſe fields, this "inſtant, - 
to reel again io and fro like a drunken man: did 
the earth open before your eyes a thouſand new - 
mouths, as wide as this chaſm ; and burſt all her 
rocks in ten thouſand pieces under your feet : 
did impetuous rivers bend their courſe againſt 
1 you, and roaring ſeas roll mountainous waves 


around you; ye would experience the ſerenity of 
mind, which [even a poor heathen being judge] 
is the priviledge of the juſt. f The wreck of the 
world would cruſh your bodies, without diſturbing 
- your ſouls, With trembling awe you could in 
that extremity, rejoice in God your Saviour, and - 
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„ 4 wry prefent help in trouble. Thergfort will we. 
vol fear, tho the earth be maugd;. and tha" the hills 

Sf be carried into the midſi of the ſea ; tho! the waters, | 
| thertsf rage, and fell, and tho“ the mountains Shake PE 
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